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Days that Shook the F1 World (Part 2) ɀ Death of Ayrton Senna  

 
²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜ ƻŦ {ƛŘŜǇƻŘŎŀǎǘΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ς Days That Shook The F1 World. Yesterday we looked 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦{ DǊŀƴŘ tǊƛȄ ƛƴ нллрΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜŀǊǘƘ-ǎƘŀǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ Řŀȅ ƛƴ Cм IƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ aŀȅ 
1st 1994. 
 
Formula 1 is sȅƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎΥ άaƻǘƻǊǎǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎΦέ 
 
And it is, although it used to be a lot worse. 
 
{ƛǊ WŀŎƪƛŜ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘΩǎ ŀǳǘƻōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƭƻǎǘ ƻǾŜǊ рл ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
colleagues in ten years. In the 50s and 60s, a serious crash in racing meant terrible injuries or death. And the trend 
continued until 1994 when the death of Ayrton Senna put F1 safety on the front page. 
 
{Ŝƴƴŀ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭŜƎŜƴŘΣ ŀ ƘŜǊƻΣ ŀ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΦ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ 
good guys. He took the usual route to F1, through karting and Formula 3, then dominated Formula 1 for the ten 
years he participated. With many wins and three championships already under his belt, Senna started the 1994 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ōŀŘƭȅΦ IŜΩŘ Ǌecently made the switch to Williams but the Renault powered car was a bit of a handful and he 
retired for the first couple of races of the season.  Arriving for the third race at Imola, Senna was hoping for some 
good luck. 
 
On Friday, Rubens Barrichello was seriously injured and hospitalised, preventing him from completing the race 
weekend. Ayrton Senna was his mentor, and visiting his friend in hospital shook his confidence in the safety 
standards at the track quite considerably. 
 
On Saturday, Austrian driver Roland Ratzenberger was killed during a practice session. Senna began to question his 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘΣ ōǳǘ ǎǇŜƴǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ 
offering to take the lead role within the group. 
 
Despite hƛǎ ƳƛǎƎƛǾƛƴƎǎΣ {ŜƴƴŀΩǎ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ōƭƻƻŘ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƻƭŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ ! ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŎŀǊ 
slowed the cars down for 6 laps, after a start line accident, and then on the 7th lap, Senna went off track at almost 
200 mph, and crashed into a concretŜ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǇŜŜŘ ŎǊŀǎƘΣ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ 
crashes the sport had previously seen. However, Senna was motionless in the cockpit, until medical attention 
arrived. He was airlifted to hospital but pronounced dead. 
 
Several questions were raised about the incident itself, including why it took the medical staff so long to reach the 
car. Marshalls were on the scene instantly, but could only wave their yellow and red flags to stop the passing cars, 
they were not allowed to go near the car itself. It looked terrible, with many people standing around whilst Senna 
remained in the car. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘȅ {Ŝƴƴŀ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŘŜŀŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀǎƘΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ than being 
airlifted away during resuscitation procedures. Italian rules declared a death at the track would result in an 
investigation and the sporting event to be cancelled. 
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Whilst questions remained, Senna was given a state funeral and the world mourned. Books have been written about 
him, songs reference him, and charity events take place in his name. His most important legacy though, is the 
improvement of safety in the sport. 
 
There had been several attempts to tighten up safety procedures over the years, but with such an awful weekend as 
that fateful one in Imola, Max Mosley decided enough was enough and things had to change. New introductions 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ I!b{ ŘŜǾƛŎŜΣ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŎƻŎƪǇƛǘ ǎƛŘŜǎΣ ǎǘǳǊŘƛŜǊ ŎƘŀǎǎƛǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǎΦ .ŜǘǘŜǊ ǘȅǊŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƎǊŀǾŜƭ ǘǊŀǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ м ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǎƛƴŎŜ мффпΦ 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ 5ŀȅǎ ¢Ƙŀǘ {Ƙƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ Cм ²ƻǊƭŘΦ ±ƛǎƛǘ {ƛŘŜǇƻŘŎŀǎǘΦŎƻƳ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
forget to join me tomorrow for our third important date. 
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻǇƛŎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΣ ŀ Řŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘ ǳƴǎŜǘǘƭŜ Cм ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ Wƻƛƴ ƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ŦƻǊ 
part two, featuring another day that shook the F1 World. 


