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F1 Digest: Australia Preview  

 

Intro 

Welcome to the first ever F1 Digest. This is a new series bringing you coverage of the race weekend, throughout the 
race weekend. Thursdays, you can expect a preview of the upcoming event, Fridays will look at Free Practice, and 
Saturday and Sunday will evaluate qualifying and the race respectively. ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ 
with our Australia Preview. 

Vital Statistics 

Date: 16th March 
Circuit: Albert Park 
Length: 5.3km 
Laps: 58 
2007 Winner: Kimi Raikkonen 

Last Year 

First of all, to appreciŀǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ 
year. Here is a quick recap of the important events from Australia 2007. 
 
[Begin Montage] 
 
Chris: So how was Free Practice? 
 
Me: ¦ƘΣ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ōȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L¢± ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ CǊŜŜ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦ 
 
Chris: Did you learn anything? 
 
Me: Lots, actually, yes. 
 
Chris: Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ǿŜǘΣ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ 
 
Me: Yea, it was, ironically Honda did quite well in the wet. It started off with a damp track, dry line appeared, they 
went backwards, everybody else went forwards. 
 
[Next Clip] 
 
Chris: First fifteen minutes was sunny but windy. 
 
Me: ¸ŜŀΣ .ŀǊǊƛŎƘŜƭƭƻ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘ ŜŀǊƭȅΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ make the cut. 
 
Chris: Webber beat Coulthard. 
 
Me: ¸ŜŀΣ /ƻǳƭǘƘŀǊŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΣ ŘƛŘ ƘŜΚ 
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Chris: That was very embarrassing. 
 
Me: aǊ bŜǿŜȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŎŀǊΣ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΦ IŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ.  
 
Chris: Davidson was really good, he got up into 7th, I think, something like that. That was very cool. And Hamilton 
beat Alonso. 
 
Me: He did, he had the jump on him. 
 
[Next Clip] 
 
Me: Alonso did seem to be struggling through a good part of this qualifying, generally, even right at the early stages. 
He was always tweaking his car, trying out new things, he came in for new tyres when nobody else did, but he got it 
ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜΚ 
 
Chris: Yea, exactly. 
 
Me: IŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜŀǘ wŀƛƪƪƻƴŜƴ ǿho was astonishing. That man was awesome, and would probably 
have beaten Massa had Massa got through. But Alonso got there in the end. 
 
[Next Clip] 
Me: Good race? 
 
Chris: ¸ŜŀΣ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴΦ .ut it was a good start. 
 
Me: Exciting first corner? 
 
Chris: Yes. 
 
Me: Nobody crashed. 
 
Chris: Nobody crashed. Hamilton did ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƎǊƻƻǾȅ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜΚ 
 
Me: IŜ ŘƛŘΦ IŜ ŘǳŎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘΣ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ !ƭƻƴǎƻΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΦ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ŜƭǎŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ Ŧŀǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .a²ǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƴƻt getting off the line in 
the McLaren. 
 
Chris: bƻΣ Ŏƻǎ ǘƘŜ wŜƴŀǳƭǘΩǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎƻ ǉǳƛŎƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ 
 
Me: Yes, he probably wondered what was going on. 
 
[Next Clip] 
 
Chris: .ȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜΩŘ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƻǎǘ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ YƛƳƛΣ ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘΦ 
 
Me: Fastest lap, fastest lap. 
 
Chris: Exactly. Alonso started catching Hamilton in the middle, but then he let him get away again. 
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[Next Clip] 
 
Chris: And Kovalainen, he had just got himself up into a points position and then he just span on a corner for no 
apparent reason. 
 
Me: Yea, into Turn 1. It was a hell of a recovery, shame he got there in the first place. 
 
[Next Clip] 
 
Chris: !ƭƻƴǎƻΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƻǊƪŜŘΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ 
 
Me: He stayed out longer than Hamilton which gave him two laps to extend an advantage 
 
[Next Clip] 
 
Me: !ƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƻƴΣ /ƻǳƭǘƘŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ wŜŘ .ǳƭƭΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜ ƘŀǾŜ an issue with Wurz. 
 
Chris: ¸ŜŀΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƛǊŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ /ƻǳƭǘƘŀǊŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀǊǊŜƭƭƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
corner. 
 
Me: I remember that happened last year to Rosberg, I think. Somebody was going round the same corner and 
another car came flying down and took them out. 
 
Chris: He just flipped right over his head. 
 
Me: Nearly took his head off with the rear wheel. 
 
[Next Clip] 
 
Chris: So very quickly, the top 8 were Raikkonen who gets 10 points, Alonso with 8, Hamilton with 6, Heidfeld gets 5, 
Fisichella 4, Massa gets 3, Rosberg gets 2, and Ralf Schumacher gets 1. 

[End Montage] 

This Year 

Results in testing over the winter point towards it being the same contenders fighting for the title as in 2007. Ferrari 
appear to be very strong, with Raikkonen just edging out team mate Massa. McLaren also featured at the top of the 
time sheets several times throughout the winter, with new boy Kovalainen adjusting to the car quickly. Alonso may 
be struggling slightly, having returned to Renault, but he is determined to make the car faster, if not get some wins 
this year. 
 
BMW are looking set to continue their strong form from last year, and Heidfeld is looking forward to the season 
ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΥ ά!ǳǘǳƳƴ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǊŀƛƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
ǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ōǊŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦέ 
 
With their preview quotes, BMW have given us a small insight into the amount of cargo that needs to be taken to a 
ǊŀŎŜΦ άул ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǳƴŘŜǊΦ !ǊƻǳƴŘ он ǘƻƴƴŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƛǊ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ aǳƴƛŎƘΦ 
Among other items, this includes three chassis, the engines, several sets of spares, 160 alloy wheels, 100 radio sets, 
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ƘŜŀŘǇƘƻƴŜǎΣ ǘƻƻƭǎΣ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƛǘ ƭŀƴŜ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΦέ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŦŦΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ млл 
ǊŀŘƛƻ ǎŜǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ул ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΦ 
 
Bridgestone have announced that the tyres to be used in Australia will be the medium and softs. Albert Park is 
essentially a street circuit, and is only used for racing once a year. Therefore, the track will need that little bit of extra 
time to improve and allow fast times. 
 
Australia will see the debut of Force India F1, the team formerly known as Spyker. With renewed budget, energy and 
drivers, it will be interesting to see how they will compare to their previous incarnation, whether they can match and 
ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊ {ǇȅƪŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦ 
 
Also towards the back of the ƎǊƛŘΣ IƻƴŘŀΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ǘŜŀƳ {ǳǇŜǊ !ƎǳǊƛ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎ ƘŀƭǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ 
race, and fingers crossed they can make it worth the journey. 
 
Free Practice begins tomorrow, so join me then when we look back at all the dayΩs events. 


