F1 Digest: Australia Preview

Intro

Welcome to the first ever F1 Digest. This is a new series bringing you coverage of the race weekend, throughout the

race weekend. Thursdays, you can expect a preview of the upcoming event, Fridays will look at Free Practice, and

Saturday and Sunday will evaluate qualifying and the race respectively. ¢ 2 R 8 = g SQNB ¢St 02 YAy 3
with our Australia Preview.

Vital Statistics

Date: 16" March

Circuit: Albert Park
Length:5.3km

Laps:58

2007 WinnerKimi Raikkonen

Last Year

Firstofall,toapprecit S 6KI G 6S INB 3I2Ay3 (2 SELISOG KSNB Ay ! dz
year. Here is a quick recap of the important events from Australia 2007.

[Begin Montagé

Chris:So how was Free Practice?

Me:! K fAYAGSR (G2 ¢l GOKAY3 ydzYoSNER &aONRfft o0&z 0SSOI dza
Chris:Did you learn anything?

Me: Lots, actually, yes.
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Me: Yea, it was, ironically Honda did quite well in the wet. It started off with a damp track, dry line appeared, they
went backwards, everybody else went forwards.

[Next Clip

Chris:First fifteen minutes was sunny but windy.

Me:, St . F NNXAOKSt f 2 makethect.dzii SI NI &8z KS RARyQi
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Chris:Webber beat Coulthard.

Me:, SI'E [/ 2dzA 6KIFINR RARYQG R2 @SNB ¢Stf 4 Ittt RAR KS
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Chris:That was very embarrassing.

Me:aNJ bSgSeQa ySg OF NE y2 i (3 AlySal 2y 200S. IA2Y2LBNE &la SjRizl éf A

Chris:Davidson was really good, he got up into 7th, | think, something like that. That was very cool. And Hamilton
beat Alonso.

Me: He did, he had the jump on him.

[Next Clip

Me: Alonso did seem to be struggling through a good part of this qualifying, generally, even right at the early stages.
He was glways tweaking t]is car, tryjng out new }hings, he came in for new tyres when nobody else did, but he got it
R2yS Ay GKS SYyRXI RARYyQl KSK

Chris:Yea, exactly.

Me:l S 41 ay Qi S@SNJI 32 koywas astodshiny. SHatimanwhs Awespraeyasdyvoulsl probably
have beaten Massa had Massa got through. But Alonso got there in the end.

[Next Clip
Me: Good race?
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Me: Exciting first corner?

Chris:Yes.

Me: Nobody crashed.

Chris:Nobody crashed. Hamiltondida 2 YSG KAy 3 3aINR 2 @& NRdzyR (GKS FANBRG O2N
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the McLaren.
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Chrisbh2> 02a&a GKS wSyldzZ 6§Qa I NB dzadz ffe& a2 ljdzAO1 |4 GK:
Me: Yes, he probably wondered what was going on.

[Next Clip

Chris. @ GKFG GAYS ¢SQR LINBGUGE YdzOK f2ad aAa3akd 2F YAYA:
Me: Fastest lap, fastest lap.

Chris:Exactly. Alonso started catching Hamilton in the middle, but then he let him get away again.
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[Next Clip

Chris:And Kovalainen, he had just got himself up into a points position and then he just span on a corner for no
apparent reason.

Me: Yea, into Turn 1. It was a hell of a recovery, shame he got there in the first place.
[Next Clip

Chris: £ 2ya2Qa LIXIYy 62N] SR RARYQU AGK
Me: He stayed out longer than Hamilton which gave him two laps to extend an advantage
[Next Ap]
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corner.

Me: | remember that happened last year to Rosberg, | think. Somebody was going round the same corner and
another car came flying down and took them out.

Chris:He just flipped right over his head.
Me: Nearly took his head off with the rear wheel.
[Next Clip

Chris:So very quickly, the top 8 were Raikkonen who gets 10 points, Alonso with 8, Hamilton with 6, Heidfeld gets 5,
Fisichella 4, Massa gets 3, Rosberg gets 2, and Ralf Schumacher gets 1.

[End Montagé

Results in testing over the winter point towards it being the same contenders fighting for the title as in 2007. Ferrari
appear to be very strong, with Raikkonen just edging out team mate Massa. McLaren also featured at the top of the
time sheets several times throughout the winter, with new boy Kovalainen adjusting to the car quickly. Alonso may
be struggling slightly, having returned to Renault, but he is determined to make the car faster, if not get some wins
this year.

BMW are looking set to continue their strong form from last year, and Heidfeld is looking forward to the season
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With their preview quotes, BMW have given us a small insight into the amount of cargo that needs to be taken to a
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Among other items, this includes three chassis, the engines, several sets of spares, 160 alloy wheels, 100 radio sets,
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Bridgestone have announced that the tyres to be used in Australia will be the medium and softs. Albert Park is
essentially a street circuit, and is only used for racing once a year. Therefore, the track will need that little bit of extra
time to improve and allow fast times.

Australia will see the debut of Force India F1, the team formerly known as Spyker. With renewed budget, energy and
drivers, it will be interesting to see how they will compare to their previous incarnation, whether they can match and
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race, and fingers crossed they can make it worth the journey.
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Free Practice begins tomorrow, so join me then when we look back at all the dayQ events.
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