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F1 Digest - Bahrain  Preview  

 

Intro 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Cм 5ƛƎŜǎǘΣ {ƛŘŜǇƻŘŎŀǎǘΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǊŀŎŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜΦ After a three week break, and four test days with very 
ƳƛȄŜŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΣ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΩǎ ǊŀŎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ {ǇŀƛƴΦ 

Vital Statistics 

Date: 27th April 
Circuit: Circuit de Catalunya 
Length: 4.6km 
Laps: 65 
2007 Winner: Felipe Massa 

Last Year 

During the last race in Bahrain, all eyes were on Felipe Massa. He needed the points and based on his form there last 
year, he was expected to do well. And he did. ThŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ƛǘ 
provides any insight into what we should expect. 
 
[Begin Montage] 

Chris: .ŀǊŎŜƭƻƴŀΩǎ ǘǊŀŎƪ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ Lǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŎǳǊǾŜΣ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǇΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƛǘ 
is a chicane thing, and it looks really awkward. 

Me: A chicane thing? Is that a technical term in F1 podcasting? 

Chris: ̧ ŜŀΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƛǘ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΣ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ Lǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǎǉǳŜŜȊŜŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
thinking about it too much. 

Me: Have they been trying to bunch up the pack? Cos I mean, Barcelona circuit is notorious for lack of overtaking. So 
L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǎ ōǳƴŎƘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƛǘ. 

[Next Clip] 

Me: ¢ƘŀǘΧ ƳŀƴΧ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘΦ 

Chris: Oh yea, Michael Schumacher turned up in Spain to help out his friends at Ferrari. 

[Next Clip] 

Me: Well, it was quite exciting because it looked, throughout the whole of qualifying it looked like Alonso might have 
ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŦǳŜƭ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CŜǊǊŀǊƛΩǎΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŀŘ ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ƘŜ 
burnt enough fuel off in the fuel-burning laps to do it. And he just ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΦ 

Chris: And the answer is no. 
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Me: It was so close though. 

Chris: Massa took pole, with Alonso behind him, it was three hundredths of a second between them. 

[Next Clip] 

Chris: They just finished their formation lap, lights are about to go on and then out and Trulli has stalled. 

Me: Yes, hands are waving. 

[Next Clip] 

Chris: !ƭƻƴǎƻ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǘŀƪŜ aŀǎǎŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΦ Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ 

Me: bƻΦ Lǘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŘƛŘΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ƛǘΚ 

Chris: You can see why, because he had less fuel and obviously he wanted to get in front and make a lead. It was his 
home Grand Prix, lots of pressure, all that stuff. And I think that he did get in front of Massa. 

Me: L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΣ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ 

Chris: It did look like he had his nose in front when it came to the corner. 

 [Next Clip] 

Chris: There was an incredible amount of retirements this race. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻƴŜ 
was next though, Kimi Raikkonen. 

Me: Broken Ferrari. 

Chris: He started slowing down and it was obvious there was a problem. He made it back into the pits and he was 
going painfully slowly down the pit lane, ōǳǘ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ 
a Ferrari with mechanical troubles. 

Me: ̧ ŜŀΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ aǊ {ŎƘǳƳŀŎƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘǎΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ. 

[Next Clip] 

Chris: Yea, Massa caught fire. It was brilliant. 

Me: You like a good fire. 

Chris: Yea, I liked to see the man with the fire extinguisher who was trying to reach the car but it had already gone 
off into the distance. 

Me: ̧ ŜŀΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ р ƳŜǘǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ол ƳŜǘǊŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ 

Chris: It was quite funny. 
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Me: Shhhh, fire, spray, shhhh, no. 

Chris: It went out quite quickly. Massa, ƭŀǘŜǊ ƻƴΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ŦƛǊŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ōƛǘ 
weird. 

Me: bƻǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛƴƎ ƳƛǊǊƻǊǎΦ IŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ 

Chris: ̧ ƻǳΩŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƎƻΥ ά/ƻǊΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƘƻǘΦ aȅ ōŀŎƪΩǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ōƛǘ ǿŀǊƳΦέ 

[Next Clip] 

Chris: So, the Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ aŀǎǎŀΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ōƻǘƘ aŎ[ŀǊŜƴΩǎΣ YǳōƛŎŀΣ /ƻǳƭǘƘŀǊŘΣ wƻǎōŜǊƎΣ YƻǾŀƭŀƛƴŜƴ ŀƴŘ {ŀǘƻ 
picked up a point! 

Me: One point for Super Aguri. 

Chris: Fabulous. 

Me: First point ever. Blinding result. 

 [End Montage] 

This Year 

Catching up to current events now, the teams have been testing in Spain this past week, but the results were not 
really indicative of any level of performance. One of the significant events though was for Toro Rosso, as Sebastien 
Bourdais debuted the new STR3, and subsequently crashed it into the wall. This will have delayed work on the new 
ŎŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŀŎŜ ŘŜōǳǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ Either way, Toro Rosso are feeling quietly confident about the 
future. 
 
Also at the test, Honda debuted some new aerodynamic parts that should have helped them somewhat. Ross Brawn 
is convinced that the developments and tweaks over the four days of testing in Barcelona will raise their 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜΦ .ŀǊǊƛŎƘŜƭƭƻ ŀƎǊŜŜǎΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΥ άWe saw a significant lap time improvement with the 
new upgrades which is very pleasing, but as ever, we need to wait until the race weekend to determine how this will 
impact our position on the grid.έ WŜƴǎƻƴΣ ƳŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ 
ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŎƪΦ άOvertaking can be a real challenge here and one of the best opportunities is going into the first 
corner after the start. You can squeeze by there once the race has settled down but it is very difficult.έ [ŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ 
/ƻǳƭǘƘŀǊŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 
Renault also made best use of their test by trying out the engine cover fin, as introduced by Red Bull a while ago. 
²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŎƘƛŜŦΣ .ƻō .Ŝƭƭ ǎŀƛŘΥ άThe purpose of the test 
was to verify that they were all fit for purpose and then to pick the best parts for the Spanish Grand Prix because 
some of those upgrades are circuit dependent." And when asked about how the drivers are, he said Alonso was 
focused and determined although slightly disappointed by the performance of the car, and Piquet has had a difficult 
debut but is impressing everyone in the team. 
 
!ƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ {ǳǇŜǊ !ƎǳǊƛ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ {ǇŀƛƴΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ 
Their long term future looks bleak at the moment, and with a significant lack of testing, their performance in Spain is 
ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ !ƭǿŀȅǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƴƻǘŜΣ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅΚ 
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{ƻΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŜǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǳǇ ƴƛŎŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ {ǇŀƛƴΣ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ CǊŜŜ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
ƴŜŀǊ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ {ƛŘŜǇƻŘŎŀǎǘΦŎƻƳ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
best quotes get featured on this show. See you tomorrow. 


