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F1 Digest - Spain Qualifying  

 

Intro 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Cм 5ƛƎŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǎƘƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ Dt ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CǊŜŜ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ 
ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ ǎƻ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƻ Ctо ŀƴŘ vǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎΦ 

Free Practice 3 

Saturday morning dawned with the sun shining and the track temperature slightly warmer at 27 degrees C. As ever, 
installation laps were the name of the game, and then there was a sizeable pause in the action. Trulli was the first 
man to rev up his engine and take to the track for a full lap, and he obviously set a trend because soon after nine 
cars followed him out. A quarter of the way through the session and everyone had been out but Massa, whilst his 
team mate took to the track for his own full lap. 
 
Dank left two messages on the Live Comment thread: άRosberg told by engineer that they plan to go out again after 
мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƭŀǇǎŜŘΦ IŜΩǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜƭƳŜǘ 
ƳƻǾŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘǊŜǎǘΦ 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŎƪ for a while either - busy chatting 
ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ wƻƴ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ ŀƴŘ bƻǊōŜǊǘ IŀǳƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŀǇΦέ 
 
Raikkonen took an early lead, but he was soon beaten by Kovalainen and then oddly enough, Barrichello. Coulthard 
then went quickest, putting this Free Practice session into the odd category just like FP2 yesterday. Scott 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ƻƴ {ƛŘŜǇƻŘŎŀǎǘΦŎƻƳΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ άL ǊŜŎƪƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΩǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜǘǳǇ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ 
ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǎ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀǎ CtмΦέ 
 
Both Sutil and Coulthard had a spin, and many were struggling to keep their cars on the track, including Vettel and 
Barrichello. Webber had a problem, and having just made it back to the pit lane, pulled to a stop with a suspected 
throttle problem. 
 
When the time began to tick down, drivers visited the pit lane one last time so they could attempt to pull out a 
stunning final lap. A mixture of tyres meant it was hard to judge actual performance, and with Kubica 2nd and Trulli 
3rd, Heidfeld took the lead. 
 
Right at the end of the session, Alonso and Davidson almost had a get together, but an incident was avoided. The 
final fastest five were: Heidfeld, Coulthard, Alonso, Kubica, and Trulli. 

Quali 1 

After the last two Practice sessions had revealed absolutely nothing about each teaƳΩǎ ǇŀŎŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƛǘ 
was down to qualifying to reveal some of the mystery. The first session saw the Force India boys hit the track first, 
with Kimi Raikkonen close behind them, out earlier than he normally would be. He had a slow first lap but hit the top 
with his second lap, but it was completely squashed by Hamilton, and Trulli settled in third. On the live comment 
ǘƘǊŜŀŘΣ {Ŏƻǘǘ ǎŀƛŘΥ άbƛŎŜ ƻǾŜǊǎǘŜŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ǊǳƭƭƛΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ƴƻ ¢/Ηέ 
 
Things were calm for a few minutes, and then as we headed into the second half of the session, there were still 7 
drivers still to set times. Alonso was one of those, but he came out and put his Renault in 3rd at the first time of 
asking. Bourdais managed to bring his Toro Rosso to P6. 
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Kovalainen took a bit of a risk and left it until there were just 4 minutes to go before leaving the garage, and he 
managed to hit 3rd on his first lap as well. As ever, the final few minutes were manic. Raikkonen took P1, and he, 
aŀǎǎŀΣ aŎ[ŀǊŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ YǳōƛŎŀ ŀƭƭ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎƛt it out in the garage. 
 
When the session drew to a close, the fastest three were Raikkonen, Trulli and Alonso, and dropping out: Coulthard, 
Vettel, Fisichella, Sutil, Davidson and Sato. 

Quali 2 

Okay, so we all know that they tested in Barcelona last week bǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƻ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
Ŧŀƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǾŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ ŎŀǊ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪΦ ¢ƘŜ wŜƴŀǳƭǘΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǳǘ 
first, followed by Glock and Bourdais. A few more minutes and everyone was out but the BMWs and Kovalainen. 
 
Alonso put in a flying lap to take P1Φ [ƻǳ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΥ άbƛŎŜ ƭŀǇ ŦǊƻƳ !ƭƻƴǎƻΗ IŜ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΗέ but it 
was only briefly, as he was beaten by Trulli, then Hamilton and then Raikkonen. Kubica put them all to shame 
though, by braking into the 1:20s for the first time of the weekend. 
 
The obligatory pit stop for tyres left Heidfeld out by himself, but he soon joined the rest to change tyres and prepare 
for his flying lap. Bourdais was pushing from 16th to try and get into Q3 but made a mistake and decided to abort the 
entire lap. Trulli led the pack out of the pit lane and back onto the track, and the final minutes saw everyone jostling 
for position, with Massa eventually taking P1. 
 
He was fastest followed by Kubica then Raikkonen, with Barrichello, Nakajima, Button, Glock, Rosberg and Bourdais 
all missing the cut. 
 
{ǘŜǾŜƛƴǘƘŜ¦Y ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ {ƛŘŜǇƻŘŎŀǎǘΦŎƻƳΥ άOnly 4 tenths of a second between P1 and P10, should make for a 
ŎƭƻǎŜ vоΦέ !ƴŘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘΥ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŎǊŀȊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜΦ CŜǊǊŀǊƛ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǎŜ ƻǳǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ 
ƛƴ vоΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǎ ōǳǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ŀŦŜǘȅ /ŀǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ōŜǘǘŜǊΦέ 

Quali 3 

The final dash for pole saw Trulli out on track first, followŜŘ ōȅ aŀǎǎŀΣ IŜƛŘŦŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŦŀǊ 
behind. Massa posted an early P1, whilst Raikkonen appeared to have messed up his first lap somewhere, only 
scraping into 4th. Hamilton was 2nd and Alonso was in 3rdΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ {Ŏƻǘǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘΥ άLook at the top 4! LǘΩǎ 2007 all 
ƻǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ 
 
A final pit stop for everyone before their last dash for glory, Alonso stunned everyone by taking pole position. The 
ŎǊƻǿŘ ǿŜƴǘ ǿƛƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻƴƭȅ ƳƻƳŜƴǘŀǊƛƭȅΣ ŀǎ wŀƛƪƪƻƴŜƴ ǎƴŀǘŎƘŜŘ tм ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wŜƴŀǳƭǘΩǎ ƎǊŀǎp, it was still 
impressive for Alonso to be on the front row. 
 
Corey posted ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊŜŀŘΥ ά²ow! that was the best shoot out of the season. Alonso just inspired all 
ƻŦ {ǇŀƛƴΦ wŀƛƪƪƻƴŜƴ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƛǘ ǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΦέ 
 
The final grid positions were: Raikkonen, Alonso, Massa, Kubica, Hamilton, Kovalainen, Webber, Trulli, Heidfeld and 
Piquet. 

Conclusions 
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LΩƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΩǎ Cм 5ƛƎŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ 
section. I think with the crazy seǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘΣ ōǳǘ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ƻǊ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ L 
went back to simply picking out the more interesting points from teams, please leave your thoughts at 
Sidepodcast.com. 
 
{ƻ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ {ǳǇŜǊ !ƎǳǊƛΦ bƻǘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŦǊǳƛǘŦǳƭ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀǘƻ ннnd and Davidson just 
one place ahead in 21st on the grid. Sato seems to think they have improved since yesterday, although he struggled 
putting a fast lap together, whilst Davidson is sure that his lap was as good as it could be and sends his thanks to the 
team behind him. 
 
Next up Force India, with Sutil in 20th and Fisichella in 19th. A slightly disappointing performance, considering how 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CǊŜŜ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōƻǘƘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ Ǉƛƴ ƛǘ ƻƴ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ CƛǎƛŎƘŜƭƭŀ ǎŀȅǎΥ άIt 
is a bit disappointing after yesterday. It was difficult to make the tyres work properly so now we will see what will 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΦ ²ŜϥǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ǎƻ ƭŜǘϥǎ ǎŜŜΦέ {ǳǘƛƭ Ǝƻǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ 
with his brakes, so is quite disappointed with the results. 
 
Toro Rosso had a tough day. Bourdais was confident they cƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ vнΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘΣ ōǳǘ Ƙƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƭŀǇ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜΩŘ ƘƻǇŜŘ ŦƻǊΥ άϦLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŦŜƭǘ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜƴΣ ƻƴ Ƴȅ 
last run I aborted the lap because I had a moment, which was down to the fact we tried something different to try 
ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŜŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ƎǊƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǳǇǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜΦέ aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ±ŜǘǘŜƭ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ just 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ DƛƻǊƎƛƻ !ǎŎŀƴŜƭƭƛΣ ǎŀƛŘΥ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ {Ǉŀƛƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǎee 
Alonso's qualifying lap! As for us, the cars have run reliably so far and in performance terms we did what we could 
with what we had." 
 
Williams had a tough day with Rosberg in 15th and Nakajima in 12th. Technical director Sam Michael said it was not 
what the team had hoped for but did say that being just outside the top ten can be an advantage with a choice of 
ŦǳŜƭ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦ 
 
IƻƴŘŀΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀƛƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǘŜƴΣ ōǳt unfortunately both drivers missed out. 
Barrichello wound up 11th and Button 13thΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ōƻǘƘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǉǳƛŎƪ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
through to Q3, they have made progress and feel improvements in the car. 
 
Trulli continues to bemoan the wind at the circuit, saying it was affecting the balance on his car, and although he 
managed to finish 8thΣ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ǊŀŎŜΦ DƭƻŎƪΣ ƛƴ мпthΣ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǇ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ vǳŀƭƛ нΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎee any mistakes. Presumably, Toyota will be analysing the data 
quite closely tonight. 
 
For Red Bull, Coulthard is shocked with his 17th position, especially considering Webber finished ten places ahead in 
7thΦ /ƻǳƭǘƘŀǊŘ ǎŀƛŘΥ άI went out in a bunch of traffic and had Sutil behind me, so I couldn't back off, which 
compromised warming up the tyres. We believed we were fast enough to go through the first session only using 
ǇǊƛƳŜ ǘȅǊŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ ǿŀǊƳ ǳǇ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 
 
Another shocked driver is Lewis Hamilton, who lines up on the grid in 5thΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά.ŜƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ Ǌƻǿ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ 
end of the world as we are surrounded by good drivers who all want to finish the race. The key is now to make a 
strong start and hopefully gain a couple of positionsΦέ bƻǊōŜǊǘ IŀǳƎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎƳŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
were only three tenths off pole position, it may be all down to fuel, and should all shake out in the race. 
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With Kubica in 4th, Heidfeld is not happy with his 9th slot on the grid. He did mention having some graining on the 
tyres, but commented on the fact that Ferrari are as strong as expected, whilst Renault are much stronger than 
expected. 
 
!ƭƻƴǎƻ ŜŎƘƻŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ ά¢ƻŘŀȅϥǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нллу season 
and I hope there are many more like this to come. The team has been doing a tremendous job since Bahrain. We 
ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇ ŀƘŜŀŘΦέ  
 
Finally, Ferrari are on top once again, ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ wŀƛƪƪƻƴŜƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƻƭŜ ƻŦ нллуΥ άLϥǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ǇƻƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƴƻǿΣ 
but for one reason or another, it always escaped me. But today I got it. There is no better place to start so I will try 
ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦέ aŀǎǎŀ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ōǳǘ 
anything can happen so we have to watch this space. 
 
With Alonsƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǊƻǿΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƘŜΩǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ŦǳŜƭ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜǿ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
unmissable viewing. Join us on Sidepodcast.com for live commenting during the race, and tune in to F1 Digest 
tomorrow night for a full run down of all the action. 

 
 


