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F1 Digest ɀ Spain GP 

Intro 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ Cм 5ƛƎŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ DǊŀƴŘ tǊƛȄ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ CǊŜŜ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
vǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŀŎŜΦ bƻǿ ǎƛǘ ōŀŎƪΣ ǊŜƭŀȄ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ Cм 5ƛƎŜǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

The Race 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ DǊŀƴŘ tǊƛȄ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ !ƭƻƴǎƻ ƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ wŀƛƪƪƻƴŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŘΣ 
ready to show either how his Renault has improved or how light the car really was. The early reports during the 
week that it could be a wet race were completely unfounded, as it was bright and sunny and the track temperature 
was up to 38 degrees C. 
 
During the installation lap, Hamilton locked up his tyres at one corner, whilst Alonso ran off into the grass in his 
efforts to warm up his tyres. The front runners all had a good start, though, with Raikkonen retaining his lead and 
Massa diving past Alonso to take second. Hamilton also gained a place and pulled up behind the Renault. Further 
back though, Sutil spun going round the first corner, and whilst several drivers managed to avoid him, Vettel had 
nowhere to go and collided with the Force India. The safety car came out whilst the two cars were cleared. 
 
On the third lap the safety car came in, allowing Raikkonen to stretch out his lead again. Piquet ran really wide, 
seemingly an unforced error, but on the next lap he collided with Bourdais and wound up retiring anyway. The Toro 
Rosso came into the pits for a new nose, but the damage to his suspension was too much, and he climbed out of the 
car. Both Toro wƻǎǎƻΩǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀƎŜΦ Davidson also came into the pits and retired after a quick 
inspection by the mechanics. It turns out a stone got into the bodywork and damaged the radiator. 
 
Alonso pitted on lap 16, and three laps later Massa was in the pits as well ς shedding a bit more light on how well the 
Renault did qualify. Raikkonen, Hamilton and Kubica all dived into the pits during the next couple of laps, leaving 
Kovalainen running at the front of the pack. . At Turn 9, he suffered a wheel failure, which shredded his tyre, leaving 
Kovalainen a passenger as he smashed into the tyre barrier at 150 mph. The car was seriously embedded into the 
tyre wall. The safety car was deployed again, along with a medical car. Heidfeld had to admit defeat and pit whilst 
the pit lane was closed, otherwise he would have run out of fuel. He was thus handed a stop/go penalty that 
effectively ruined his race. On the next lap, the pit lane opened and the majority of mid-field runners came in, and 
three laps later the safety car joined them. 
 
 
Barrichello had a bizarre accident on his way out of the pits, he ended up with his front wing broken. ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ 
what happened, but it appears to be a collision in the pits with Fisichella. Barrichello drove one lap of the circuit, 
trying to dislodge the wing, eventually leaving it halfway round the circuit. Obviously he had to pit for a new nose. 
 
Kovalainen was stretchered away to the medical centre, but gave the thumbs up to the crowd as he went. John 
Greenup commented over on SidepodŎŀǎǘΦŎƻƳΥ ά{ǇŜŜŘ¢± ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ IŜƛƪƛƪƛΩǎ ŎŀǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŜŘ ŀǿŀy, appears to be 
ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊŎŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΦέ ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ wȅŀƴ ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ ά¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
see the bits of shrapnel from the bead section of the rim fly up over ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦέ 
 
Disappointing all the fans at the circuit, Alonso pulled to a stop suffering an engine failure. Scott left a comment 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ άI guess that Renault wing didnΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ Ŏƻƻƭ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΚέ Whilst everyone was watching Alonso, 
Barrichello snuck into the pits and also retired, the damage from his collision with Fisichella more serious than 
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previously thought. The next retiree was Rosberg, who pulled to a stop on the home straight, conveniently close to 
his garage. The Williams engine had blown. RicƘŀǊŘ ƭŜŦǘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ {ƛŘŜǇƻŘŎŀǎǘΦŎƻƳΥ ά[ƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ōȅ 
¢ƻȅƻǘŀέ ƭƻƎƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ wƻǎōŜǊƎΩǎ ǎƳƻƪƛƴƎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜΗέ 
 
During the second round of pit stops, Raikkonen retained his lead ahead of Massa and Hamilton, and it looked like 
little would change for the rest of the race. Scott Woodwiss ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊŜŀŘΥ άHamilton 
definitely ŎŀƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CŜǊǊŀǊƛΩǎΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ т ǘŜƴǘƘǎ ǎƭƻǿŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƭŀǇΦέ 
 
On lap 53, Coulthard and Glock come together, with a repeat of the situation CoulǘƘŀǊŘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ 
DƭƻŎƪ ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǘŀƪŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻȅƻǘŀΩǎ ŦŀǳƭǘΣ /ƻǳƭǘƘŀǊŘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ 
the door and the pair collided. The stewards announced the incident would be investigated after the race. 
SteǾŜƛƴǘƘŜ¦Y ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΥ ά¢ƻǇ п ŀǊŜ ƭŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ лΦмр ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ !ƴŘ 5/ Ƙŀǎ 
ŘƻƴŜ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƘƛƳ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛǊǊƻǊǎΦέ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ {ǘŜǾŜƴ wƻȅ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘȅΥ 
ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ŀt an ovŜǊǘŀƪŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴΦέ 
 
In the last few laps, the only battle on track was Coulthard vs. Sato, with the Super Aguri unable to hold the position 
from the faster car. 
 
The final points positions went to: Raikkonen, Massa, Hamilton, Kubica, Webber, Button, Nakajima and Trulli.  

Championship 

Raikkonen retains his lead at the top of the drivers championship with 29 points, followed by Hamilton on 20. Kubica 
has 19 points and Massa has 18 whilst Heidfeld rounds up the top five with 16 points. 
 
BMW have lost their ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ CŜǊǊŀǊƛΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ǘŜŀƳ ƻƴ пт ǘƻ .a²Ωǎ орΦ aŎƭŀǊŜƴ 
are close behind on 34, with Williams on 12 and Toyota on 9. 

Conclusions 

The first retirees out on track today were Sutil and Vettel. It was a frustrating day for Toro Rosso as Bourdais also 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΦ CǊŀƴȊ ¢ƻǎǘ ǎǳƳƳŜŘ ƛǘ ǳǇ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ άOur races are getting shorter and shorter 
at the moment! Vettel stopped at Turn 4 on Lap 1, while Bourdais managed six more laps. Vettel could do nothing 
about it as Sutil spun right in front of him and Bourdais didn't see Piquet and they collided." Bourdais added that he 
checked where Piquet was and felt he was too far behind to attempt an overtaking manoeuvre and then all of a 
sudden they had collided. MƻǊŜ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƳƛǊǊƻǊǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘέ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘΦ 
 
Renault also suffered with neither of their drivers finishing the race. Piquet admits that the original mistake was his 
and that because he came back on track further down the field he had to take soƳŜ ǊƛǎƪǎΦ IŜΩǎ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŀ 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ !ƭƻƴǎƻΣ ƳŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǿŀǎ ōƻǘƘ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ōŀŘΥ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƴƻǿ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
hopefully start enjoying races again and racing closer to the front. Although I am disappointed not to finish, it was a 
ƴƛŎŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜΦέ 
 
Nakajima managed to keep his nose clean for the majority of the race, which allowed him to grab a couple of points 
in 7th place. Rosberg, however, was disappointed in his non-finish, saying that 7th could have been his if his engine 
ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǇΦ {ŀƳ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜΣ ƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ 
identified the problem and itΩs being investigated. 
 
Super Aguri have had a tough weekend, and Davidson felt the brunt of that with his unexpected retirement. He 
ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ tƛǉǳŜǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǾŜƭ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ wŜƴŀǳƭǘΩǎ ŜȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
run off area, and that was where the stone came from that ruined his race. Sato, though, thoroughly enjoyed his 
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ǊŀŎŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜŀǎȅΦ IŜ ŘƛŘ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΣ ōǳǘ 
suffered little damage so was able to finish in 13th ς although technically, thatΩs last. 
 
Fisichella had his best result of the season, finishing in 10thΦ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΥ άL ǿŀǎ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ L ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
grip. I enjoyed the battle with Heidfeld - he was quicker than me but I managed to keep him behind for many laps. 
Better than yesterday definitely but we still need to work a lot and find something more." Team boss Vijay Mallya 
Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǎǇƛƴ ƻƴ {ǳǘƛƭΩǎ ƴƻƴ ŦƛƴƛǎƘΥ άYŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎϥ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ 
behind us also put a big smile on my face! Unfortunately Adrian was not so lucky; he tried to move up, sadly it didn't 
work, but if you start close to the back you have to take risks. We now just have to work on qualifying and improve 
on this - if we start higher up the grid, who knowǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎƻΚέ 
 
McLaren are the last team to have a driver DNF. Kovalainen was airlifted to hospital for further checks but appears 
ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǎŎŀǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŎƻƴŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΦ IŜΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƪŜǇǘ ƛƴ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦ 
Ron Dennis is quietly confident that he should be okay to race in Turkey. Of the accident, Dennis said: "The precise 
cause or causes of his accident are not yet known. Our data shows evidence of a sudden tyre deflation shortly before 
the accident, but it is still too early to identify what triggered that deflation other than to say that it is likely to have 
ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƘŜŜƭ ǊƛƳ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜΦέ Hamilton, meanwhile, was relatively happy with his performance today, 
saying that from his qualifying position he was glad to have finished 3rd. He also said it was good that the 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜΩǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΦ 
 
BMW had both drivers finish, although Heidfeld was slightly disappointed with his 9th position. He made up a couple 
of places on the start line, but the unfortunate timing of the safety car period messed up his strategy and meant he 
had to serve a penalty. The safety car rules have been called into question previously, as the closure of the pit lane 
has messed up a few races already this season, and I imagine BMW will join the chorus for a revision to the 
regulations. 
 
Webber kept his nose clean and finished in 5th Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǊŀŎŜΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ /ƻǳƭǘƘŀǊŘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ 
to steer clear of trouble. He came into contact with both Sutil and Glock, and eventually finished in 12th. Christian  
IƻǊƴŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƴƛŎŜƭȅΥ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǊŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ aŀǊƪΣ ǿŜƭƭ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜŘ ōȅ ōƻǘƘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀƳΣ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀŎŜ 
was strong all weekend and we're very pleased with fifth place. For David, the nightmare of yesterday's qualifying 
session continued. It looked as though he might be able to pick up a couple of points at one stage in the race, but 
unfortunately things just didn't go his way today, I'm sure Ƙƛǎ ƭǳŎƪ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎƻƻƴΦέ The Glock incident was 
investigated by the stewards, but they decided no penalties were necessary. 
 
Trulli seems to have suffered from the collision between Coulthard and Glock as well, as the Toyota team mistakenly 
called Trulli in for a pit stop, when they thought he was the one with front wing damage. Trulli maintains that this 
cost him a couple of extra points, as he finished in 8thΦ ¢ŜŀƳ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ¢ŀŘŀǎƘƛ ¸ŀƳŀǎƘƛƴŀ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ 
be analysing this mistake and making sure it can be avoided in the future. 
 
For Ferrari, it was the dream finish, Raikkonen ahead of Massa. It was a relatively easy victory and second place for 
the team, with Raikkonen leading from the start and Massa overtaking Alonso off the grid. Raikkonen sums it up, 
saying they are leading both championships now, so things could not be better. 
 
All in all, a much more action packed race than Barcelona is used to seeing, and whilst there is still plenty of room for 
ƳƻǊŜ ƻǾŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀǎk for more at a race the drivers are so used to. As many of the press releases say, 
ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀŎŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΦ 
 
F1 Digest will be back in two weeks when the action rolls around to Turkey, make sure you stay tuned to 
Sidepodcast.com for all the latest gossip and F1minute.com for daily news updates. 


