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F1 Digest - Australia Free Practice 

 

Intro 

Welcome to F1 Digest from Sidepodcast, a new show dedicated to bringing you full coverage of race weekends. 
Thursdays we preview the upcoming event, Fridays cover Free Practice and Saturdays and Sundays look at qualifying 
and the race respectively. Today is Friday, so that means Free Practice. 

Free Practice 1 

The first official 2008 session got underway in Australia, with the weather hot and dry but slightly windy. 
 
Heidfeld and Kubica were out on track first, they almost looked like they were racing each other, but both completed 
only one lap before heading back into the pits. 
 
Glock was out by himself for a lap or two, then he was joined by Truƭƭƛ ŀƴŘ ōƻǘƘ IƻƴŘŀΩǎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ 
tentative, and the track was very green. 
 
Bourdais put in the first full lap of all the drivers, and it was, of course, his first official lap as an F1 driver. 
 
Ferrari and Williams stayed in the garages, but after half an hour, Rosberg and Nakajima emerged. Rosberg was not 
out for long though, and soon limped his way back into the garage. Nakajima soon joined him. It turns out they were 
both suffering with gearbox problems. 
 
²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ CŜǊǊŀǊƛΩǎ ŘƛŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻ the track, Raikkonen and Massa traded taking the fastest time, until eventually, 
Hamilton topped them both. 
 
We started to see lots of wobbles, Raikkonen struggled round a corner, Fisichella ran wide, and a Toyota just 
managed to hold it out of the wall. 
 
Coulthard returned to the pits with smoke pouring out the back of his Red Bull. A gearbox problem. 
 
With 22 minutes to go, Piquet spun on track and brought out a red flag. Heidfeld stopped on track at the same time, 
suffering an electrical power cut. 
 
When ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǊŜǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇŜǊ !ƎǳǊƛ ōƻȅǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭŘ ǳǇ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ aŀǎǎŀΩǎ 
attempts at a flying lap. 
 
In the dying minutes of the first session, Raikkonen managed to squeeze out a fast lap. 
 
The top five were: Raikkonen, Hamilton, Massa, Kovalainen, Webber. 

Your Comments 

5ŀƴƪ ǎŀƛŘΥ άL ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ Cм ŎŀǊǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǎƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ΨƧǳƳǇȅΩΚΗΗέ 
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hǳǘψwŜŀŎƘ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά.ƻȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ CŜǊǊŀǊƛ ōƻȅǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŀǎǘΣ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪŜǘΗέ 
 
!ƴŘ [ƻǳ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά.ŀǊǊƛŎŜƭƭƻ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ .ǳǘǘƻƴΣ ƴƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΗέ 

Free Practice 2 

Both Williams were out early after their problems in the first session. After ten minutes, everyone else had joined 
them except for Piquet, CouƭǘƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇŜǊ !ƎǳǊƛΩǎΦ 
 
Mark Webber posted a fastest lap, presumably on a very low fuel run, as everyone struggled to beat it until the very 
end of the session. 
 
Again, lots of people were running wide. When Coulthard finally emerged, he ran across the gravel, Rosberg went 
wide, Massa spun into the gravel but managed to continue, whilst Trulli spun into the gravel and had to stop. 
 
.ƻǘƘ {ǳǇŜǊ !ƎǳǊƛΩǎ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŎƪΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƳƛƭŜŀƎŜΣ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦŜǿ ƭŀǇǎΦ tƛǉǳŜǘ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ 
with 20 minutes to go and ended up side by side with Alonso on track. Alonso had run wide, so Piquet disappeared 
into the distance. 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΣ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƛǇ ²ŜōōŜǊΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ōȅ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΦ 
 
The top five were: Hamilton, Webber, Massa, Kovalainen, Coulthard. 

Your Comments 

WƻǳǊƴŜȅŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƭƻǎǘ ǎŜǘǳǇ ǘƛƳŜΚ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎŜ ǎƻ 
ŦŀǊΦέ 
 
WƻǊŘŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜΧΦΦ ²ŜōōŜǊ ƛƴ ŦƛǊǎǘΚΚΚΚ hƘΣ ǿŀƛǘΣ ƘŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŎǊŀǎƘŜŘ ȅŜǘΧΦΦ ά 
 
!ƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜƴ wƻȅ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¢ƘŜ CLCм ŎŀǊ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŜǾƛƭΦ {ǳǘƛƭ ǿŀǎ ǎŀǿƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ aŀǎǎŀ ƛƴ ŀ {ŀǳōŜǊΦέ 

Conclusions 

DǊŜŀǘ ǎǘǳŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŜōōŜǊΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ŀŘƳƛǘǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǿ ŦǳŜƭ ǊǳƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ 
the weekend. 
 
Super !ƎǳǊƛ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƘŀǘ {ŀǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴΩǎ Ǌǳƴ ǿŀǎ Ŏǳǘ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ƴŜǿ ŎŀǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀǘƛƴƎΦ 
 
Force India are happy with what they achieved and are heading into qualifying with the aim of getting through to the 
second round. 
 
Vettel bemoaned the fact that the track was quite green, and questioned how the tyres would hold out once the 
track starts to come together during the race. 
 
Both Honda boys mentioned how they were trying to get the best out of the car in the hot conditions. The car was 
notorious last year for struggling in the hotter climates. 
 
bŜƭǎƻƴ tƛǉǳŜǘ ǎŀƛŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ŀǎ ƘŜΩŘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŘ ŦƭŀƎ ƘŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊst 
session actually resulted in some damage to the gearbox, which limited his time to get used to the track. 
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5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ YƛƳƛ wŀƛƪƪƻƴŜƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ IŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ CǊŜŜ 
Practice 2 harder than the first, struggling to find the right setup again. 
 
He said that if they can get the setup right, as they did, then things will be much brighter for the race. 
 
hǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻǾŜǊ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ vǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜƴΣ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŀǘ {ƛŘepodcast.com, 
where we will have a thread open for live commenting throughout the session. Say something excellent and you 
might get mentioned on ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǎƘƻǿΦ {ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 
 


