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F1 Digest ɀ Turkey  GP 

Intro 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Cм 5ƛƎŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ DǊŀƴŘ tǊƛȄ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΦ 

The Race 

Coverage of the 2008 Turkish Grand Prix began with the admission that a couple of stray dogs had interrupted the 
GP2 race. They had broken onto the track, and Bruno Senna had actually retired from the race due to hitting one of 
them. Although the problem aǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǳǊ Ǝǳȅǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǊ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ 
that no one was particularly confident of the circuit security. 
 
The temperature leading up to the race hovered around 17 degrees C, with the track temperature reaching 29 
degrees, and the sun was out, scaring off any chance of rain. When the formation lap was complete, the drivers 
seemed to have to wait an inordinate amount of time for the red lights to come on, but eventually they did, and 
then they went out. 
 
Massa had a good start, as did Hamilton and Kubica. Raikkonen was slow off the line and lost a couple of places, and 
Kovalainen also let a few of his neighbours in front. Towards the back, Fisichella went into the corner too fast, 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōǊŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŀǎƘŜŘ into the back of Nakajima, actually flying over the Williams chassis to land on the 
other side of the track. The safety car came out. On the live comment thread on SidŜǇƻŘŎŀǎǘΦŎƻƳΣ [ƻǳ ǎŀƛŘΥ άCƻǊŎŜ 
India NEED to sort out their livery! I was sooo sure that was a Macca or maybe a HƻƴŘŀΗέ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜƴ wƻȅ ŀŘŘŜŘΥ 
ά¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎΦ Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ CƛǎƛΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǎǘǳǇƛŘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊƻƻƪƛŜΦέ 
 
Sutil was involved in the incident somehow, as he dived into the pits for a new front wing. Nakajima entered the pits 
for a new rear wing, but his suspension was shot and his race was over. Vettel had to pit for a puncture, and after 
the safety car came in on the second lap, Kovalainen also had to pit for a puncture. The McLaren emerged at the 
very back of the field. 
 
wŀƛƪƪƻƴŜƴ ƻǾŜǊǘƻƻƪ !ƭƻƴǎƻ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƭŀȅǎ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ !ƭƻƴǎƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇ ǘƻƻ 
much of a struggle. {Ŏƻǘǘ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾŜ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΥ άLǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ !ƭƻƴǎƻ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ŦƻǊ wŀƛƪƪƻƴŜƴΣ ŀǎ ōƻǘƘ ŀǊŜ 
lapping at a ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǇŀŎŜΦέ At the front Massa was keeping ahead of Hamilton, but only just, as the pair traded fastest 
sectors and laps. 
 
Coulthard and Trulli, running in the mid-field were holding up at least four cars, but Trulli looked desperate to get 
past the Red Bull. Kovalainen began his fight back through the field, overtaking Sutil. 
 
At the end of lap 15, Alonso was the first to dive into the pits for a scheduled stop, and a rather early one at that. 
Hamilton came in on the next lap, though, and after a really short stop, the questions about his strategy began. It 
looked as though the McLaren team had decided to put him on a three-stopper. 
 
Kovalainen overtook Vettel. 
 
Massa came into the pits, with Kubica close behind him leaving Raikkonen at the front of the pack. Time to work his 
Ferrari magic, and by the time Raikkonen had finished his stop, he had leap-frogged Kubica. Vettel also pitted, but 
ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǇ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦǳŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǊƛƎ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŀƴȅ ŦǳŜƭΦ 
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Hamilton made a close but storming overtaking manoeuvre on Massa, taking the lead easily, and pulling away from 
the Ferrari with alarming speed. When things began to settle, he was running a full second faster than those behind 
him.  {Ŏƻǘǘ ²ƻƻŘǿƛǎǎ ƭŜŦǘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ {ƛŘŜǇƻŘŎŀǎǘΦŎƻƳΥ άLf Lewis is pulling away a second a lap, he must be 3-
ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǊŜ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƻƴ ƘŀǊŘ ǘȅǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘŜŀǾƛŜǊ ŦǳŜƭ ƭƻŀŘ Ŏŀƴ Ǉǳƭƭ ŀǿŀȅ ōȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǊƎƛƴΦ ¦ƴƭŜǎǎΣ 
aŎ[ŀǊŜƴ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘΦέ 
 
After a few more laps, though, he has dived into the pits again for his second of three stops. This was made clear as 
he took on another set of hard tyres, matching those he had for the first stint, and he would obviously need to take 
on the softs at his next stop. He came out third, just behind Raikkonen. 
 
Bourdais spun out on track and ended up in the gravel. He was unable to get the car going again and retired from the 
race. Scott in Lǘŀƭȅ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴŦƻ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΥ άNƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ - Bourdais 
ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ōǊƻƪŜέΦ AǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŎƪΦέ 
 
Kovalainen overtook Glock. It was some fantastic sportsmanship, as the pair were battling corner after corner, with 
Kovalainen taking the position, then the Toyota getting it back. However, on the main straight, Kovalainen had the 
advantage and finally made it stick. Just ahead of that battle, Piquet was fighting to get past Button. After a couple of 
ŦƻƛƭŜŘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎΣ ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻƴŘŀΦ YƻǾŀƭŀƛƴŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ .ǳǘǘƻƴΩǎ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ƭŀǇǎe in 
concentration and stormed past as well. 
 
Massa and Kubica came in for their second pit stops, leaving Raikkonen to lead the way at the front. Raikkonen 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǇŦǊƻƎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǊŘΣ ōŜƘƛƴŘ aŀǎǎŀΦ ²ƘŜƴ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ Ƴŀde his final pit 
stop, putting on the soft tyres he detests so much, he came out in front of Raikkonen. Although the gap was small, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƭŀǇǎ ƭŜŦǘ ŦƻǊ wŀƛƪƪƻƴŜƴ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǳǇ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǊǳƴƴŜǊǎ 
were posting almost identical lap times and nothing was going to shake that. 
 
Kovalainen overtook Rosberg for a points position, however, he had one more stop to complete, making his efforts 
somewhat in vein. It was some fantastic racing though. 
 
The final points positions went to: Massa, Hamilton, Raikkonen, Kubica, Heidfeld, Alonso, Webber and Rosberg. For 
the record, Kovalainen finished 12th.  

Championship 

Massa has closed up the gap in the drivers championship, considerably. Amazing when you consider he had zero 
points a few races ago. However, Raikkonen leads from his team mate, 35 to 28. Hamilton is also on 28. The BMW 
boys are next with Kubica on 24 and Heidfeld on 20. 
 
CŜǊǊŀǊƛ Ǉǳƭƭ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΣ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƻƴ соΣ ǘƻ .a²Ωǎ ппΦ aŎ[ŀǊen are close behind on 42, 
then there is the massive gap to Williams on 13 and Red Bull on 10. 

Conclusions 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻǳǊ Ǉƻǎǘ-race wrapup with Toyota. Trulli says his race was spoilt from the very beginning. He says: άI think 
I was touched by a car and I lost three positions. That was it for my race because after that I couldn't do anything to 
make up the ground. We were quite close but unfortunately with these cars as soon as you get two lengths behind 
the other car you just lose grip and start going offΦέ Glock, meanwhile, believes the pace of the car is good, but this 
was too much of an incident-prone race to get any worthwhile results. He particularly pointed out that racing past 
the blue flags made it difficult to overtake. 
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BMW had a consistently good finish with Kubica in 4th and Heidfeld in 5th. The latter was happy with his finish, 
considering he started 9th on the grid, and comments that he felt he had a particularly lonely race, and even 
managed to turn down the engine revs. Kubica also hints at bŜƛƴƎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ άI was then a little bit slower 
than the three guys in front of me, but quicker than the rest of the pack.έ 

It was a mixed day for Williams, with Rosberg picking up a point from 8th position, having as good a race as he could 
have ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴΦ bŀƪŀƧƛƳŀΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŀǇΦ hŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΥ άI don't know 
exactly what happened; I just went into the first corner following the guy in front. I didn't change my line and I was 
suddenly hit from behind. I wanted to make it back to the garage as I thought there was a chance to get the problem 
fixed and get back out, but my car had suffered too ƳǳŎƘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǎƻ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘƛǊŜΦέ 

Both Red Bull drivers finished reasonably well, both had some successful and not-so-successful battles with cars 
around them, and both seem to be relatively happy with what they achieved. Webber points out a good statistic, 
that he has the same number of points now that he had in the whole of last year. So, they are definitely doing 
something right. 

CƛǎƛŎƘŜƭƭŀ ƛǎ ŀŘŀƳŀƴǘ ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ōƭŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŀǇ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘΦ άI made a good start but then under braking 
Bourdais changed direction twice and I couldn't brake in time and went into the back of the Williams.έ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ 
noǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ .ƻǳǊŘŀƛǎΩ Ǌŀƴǘ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜΦ Sutil was just happy he could keep 
Vettel behind him. 

Speaking of Vettel, the positive spin he has to put on his race is that at least he finished it, having not managed that 
for the first four rounds of the championship. However, the actual race was awful for him. He had the puncture 
during the first few laps, and then his refueling rig problem meant another extra pit stop. Four pit stops instead of 
ǘǿƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƘŜ Ŧinished 17thΦ .ŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ .ƻǳǊŘŀƛǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ Ƙƛǎ 5bCΥ άSomething broke at the 
back of the car, I don't know what it was yet. Going into Turn 12, I braked at the usual point and the car went 
sideways, I felt the right rear corner of the car drop and it spun me round.έ 

As ever, with Renault, Alonso finished well, Piquet not so well. However, Nelson says he is satisfied with his 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘōŀŎƪǎ ƘŜ ƛƴŎǳǊǊŜŘΣ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦ CƭŀǾƛƻ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜƛƴƎ 
ƴƛŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ǊƻƻƪƛŜΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ άIt was difficult for Nelson starting from so far back, but he managed to drive a 
consistent race and kept pace with the midfield pack. We are confident that we are starting a new phase which will 
see us get closer and closer to the top three teams." 

A disappointing result for Barrichello in 14th, given this is his record-ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ŧŀǎǘ 
enough, and Rubens said he was suffering from understeer. Button finished 11th, said he was happy he had a clean 
start but that he had a problem on the first stint with his front tyres, because the brakes were overheating. This is an 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ IƻƴŘŀ ran the wheel bins. 

Ferrari, as ever, are happy. Massa is ecstatic to have won his Turkey hat trick ς ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ Ǌƻǿ ƘŜΩǎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ 
It looks like he may have had a bit of a panic when Hamilton zoomed past him and into the distance, but Massa 
ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ wƻō {ƳŜŘƭŜȅ ŦƻǊ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƭƳ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛƴƎ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΦ waikkonen 
ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ Řŀȅ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛȄ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΥ άAt the start, I was 
almost alongside Heikki but then he slowed and I had to brake too to avoid a heavy crash. We touched just enough 
to damage the end plate of the front wing on my car: it was not a very serious problem, but it definitely didn't help 
my race.έ  wŀƛƪƪƻƴŜƴ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜǎ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ aƻƴŀŎƻΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
year. 
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Ron Dennis has summed up the McLaren day, crediting Lewis with a great drive on a difficult three stop strategy, and 
Kovalainen for his commendable efforts getting through the field after the puncture. However, a minor controversy 
is stirring, as in the press conference Lewis blamed his proōƭŜƳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǊŜǎΦ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
three-stopper was due to Bridgestone being concerned as they thought the tyre was going to fail like last year. 
Therefore, they made us do a three-ǎǘƻǇΦέ !ŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΣ .ǊƛŘƎŜǎǘƻƴŜΩǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ aƻǘƻǊǎǇƻǊt Tyre Development 
respondedΣ ǉǳƛǘŜ ōƭǳƴǘƭȅΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴǳǎǘ Řƻ ƛǘΦ ²Ŝ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƻŦ нл ƭŀǇǎΣ му ƭŀǇǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀ 
Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎǘƛƴǘ ƻŦ нл ƭŀǇǎΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ǘǿƻ ǎǘƻǇ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘΦέ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
probleƳǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊΩǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ǉǳƛŎƪŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ [ŜǿƛǎΩ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ 
ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǳȅǎΦέ !ƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŀƳƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΥ άIŜƛƪƪƛ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ 
Lewis. He is a bit severe on tƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǘȅǊŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ŦƻǊ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀŎƪ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ 
corner in Turn 8, and the rest of the year should be easier on his tyres. 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƛƴ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΦ Cм ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭŀƳƻǊƻǳǎ aƻƴŀŎƻΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ will praying it 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ Cм 5ƛƎŜǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜƴ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǎƛǇ ŀǘ 
Sidepodcast.com and the news at F1Minute.com. See you soon. 

 


