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F1 Digest ɀ Malaysia  GP 

 

Intro 

Welcome to F1 Digest, your fully comprehensive race weekend coverage brought to you by Sidepodcast. So far this 
ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǇǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ Malaysian circuitΣ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ CǊŜŜ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ vǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 
run down what happened in the race. 

The Race 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƛŎƪŜŘ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ tǊƛȄΣ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛǇǎ ς will it rain? As 
the drivers lined up on the grid, it was bright and sunny and starting to look like the answer would be no. 
 
The lights went out and all 22 drivers took to the first corner carefully, and they all made it round safely. Trulli 
dropped back, in the process touching wheels with Heidfeld which knocked the BMW back a few places as well. 
Hamilton, meanwhile, had made up a few places off the start line, and it was almost as if his grid penalty never 
happened.  
 
Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜΦ .ƻǳǊŘŀƛǎ ǎǇǳƴ ƻŦŦΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ DƭƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ wƻǎōŜǊƎ ŎƻƭƭƛŘŜŘΦ 
Rosberg managed to pit for a new nose and continue his race, but it was over for Glock in the Toyota. 
 
hƴ [ŀǇ оΣ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻǳƭǘƘŀǊŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ 
straight, chased be Alonso and Heidfeld. Alonso dived to the right, whilst Heidfeld went left, and they sandwiched 
the Red Bull around the first corner. Heidfeld made it through to take the position, leaving Alonso and Coulthard 
running through the next few corners side by side. Eventually, Coulthard relented and Alonso got the position, 
ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝŀƛƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ Ƙŀving let Heidfeld through as well. On the live comment thread over at 
{ƛŘŜǇƻŘŎŀǎǘΦŎƻƳΣ [ƻǳ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά²ƻǿΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻǾŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΚ DǊŜŀǘ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ IŜƛŘŦŜƭŘΣ 5/ ŀƴŘ 
!ƭƻƴǎƻΗΗέ 
 
Sutil ran straight on at a corner, on Lap 6, and rolled to a halt on the grass, suffering from hydraulic problems. 
Raikkonen and Massa began to trade fastest laps, both running away from the next placed Kubica. 
 
Webber was the first to come in for a meaningful pit stop, and it looked like the rear light was hanging off the back 
ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊΦ Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ bŀƪŀƧƛƳŀ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘǎΣ ōǳǘ aŀǎǎŀ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
first of the front runners to dive into the pit lane. Raikkonen was only out for one extra lap but he made the most of 
it, and when emerging from the pit lane, he leapfrogged Massa to essentially take the lead, although Kubica was 
actually in front having not pitted yet. 
 
Hamilton came in for his pit stop, and the mechanics struggled with the right front tyre and the wheel bin. It cost 
Hamilton at least an extra ten seconds, and he emerged in 11th, having pitted from 2nd. He found himself chasing 
Webber and frustratingly not able to get past. 
 
At the end of lap 30, Nakajima and Rosberg both dived into the pits, meaning a really quick turnaround for the 
Williams crew. They managed to get both cars out without any holdups though. On the next lap, Massa clipped the 
kerb and spun off track. He was unable to get his car out of the gravel again, meaning the second non-points finish 
for him. Dan BǊǳƴŜƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΥ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ aŀǎǎŀ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ Ƨƻō ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǊŀŎŜǎΧέ 
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Sato led the second round of pit stops, heading in on lap 37, Raikkonen dived into the pit lane the next time round. 
Webber eventually stopped, freeing up Hamilton. 
 
VetǘŜƭ ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘŜŘ ¢ƻǊƻ wƻǎǎƻΩǎ ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ōȅ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪΣ ǎƳƻƪŜ ǇƻǳǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ CŜǊǊŀǊƛ ŜƴƎƛƴŜΦ 
Barrichello was given a drive through penalty for speeding in the pit lane of his final pit stop, which he served on his 
very next lap. 
 
On the suōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƛǘΣ {Ŏƻǘǘ 5ǊȅŘƻƴ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΥ ά²ƘŜƴ {ŜǇŀƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
calendar, I remember it was said that Tilke designed it specifically with overtaking in mind, with two long straights 
followed by slow corners. Yet wŜ ƘŀǾŜ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǉǳƛŎƪŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ²ŜōōŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ¢Ǌǳƭƭƛ ǿƘƻΩǎ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ YƻǾŀƭŀƛƴŜƴΦ 
¸Ŝǘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǊŜ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀǎǎΦέ 
 
Towards the end of the race, the only two notable battles were between Alonso and Webber for 7th place, and 
Hamilton and Trulli for 5th. Hamilton was closing the gap to Trulli every single lap, although he did wobble 
occasionally. In the end, there were not enough laps for him to attempt an overtaking manoeuvre. 
 
Raikkonen took the chequered flag, followed by Kubica, Kovalainen, Trulli, Hamilton, Heidfeld, Webber and Alonso. 

Championship 

Despite a mid-ǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΣ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ ǊŜǘŀƛƴǎ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜŀŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΦ IŜ 
Ƙŀǎ мп ǇƻƛƴǘǎΣ ǘƻ ƴŜȄǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ wŀƛƪƪƻƴŜƴΩǎ ммΦ IŜƛŘŦŜƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙŀǎ мм Ǉƻints, but sits behind Raikkonen in the table due to 
ǘƘŜ CŜǊǊŀǊƛΩǎ ǿƛƴΦ YƻǾŀƭŀƛƴŜƴ ƛǎ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ мл ǇƻƛƴǘǎΣ YǳōƛŎŀ ƴŜȄǘ ǿƛǘƘ у ŀƴŘ wƻǎōŜǊƎ Ƙŀǎ сΦ 
 
The constructors championship has McLaren on 24, BMW on 19, and Ferrari on 11 ς all points scored by Raikkonen. 
Williams have 9, Renault 6 and Toyota round out the top six with 5 points. 

Conclusions 

CŜǊǊŀǊƛ ŀǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ YƛƳƛΩǎ ǿƛƴ Ƙŀǎ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎΣ 
into a much more healthy position, but it is worrying for them that Massa has yet to score a single point. He is 
determined to start his championship campaign off as soon as possible, hopefully in Bahrain. Ferrari tested their 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ Řŀǘŀ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŦǊƻƳΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜlieve they have a massive 
advantage over any of the other teams. 
 
Kubica is happy with his podium finish, having not been on any of the three steps since 2006. Robert did say that 
after the second pit stop he turned the revs down to save the engine, and he ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ ǎƻ Ƙƛǎ 
last ten laps were tough. Heidfeld, meanwhile, is confident that the pace of the car is good, but found his weekend 
pretty frustrating overall. 
 
aŀǊƪ ²ŜōōŜǊΩǎ ƭǳŎƪ ƘŜƭŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ race but also pick up a couple of points. 
He says the traffic was a bit of a problem, compounded by the fact that his strategy was changed and his pit stop 
brought forward. Nevertheless, two points is better than none. 
 
Vijay Mallya spoke highly of both his drivers, despite Adrian Sutil retiring his Force India early on in the race: 
ά¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ !ŘǊƛŀƴ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƴƻ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀŘƭȅ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ ƘƛƳ 
the chance to show how he could do under race conditions, but Giancarlo drove an excellent race, setting some very 
ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ L ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦέ CƛǎƛŎƘŜƭƭŀ 
finished 12th. 
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Without the mixup of wet weather conditions, this was a relatively normal race compared to last week in Australia. 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŘƛƎŜǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ ǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
the racing gets going again in Bahrain.  
 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ {ƛŘŜǇodcast.com to leave your thoughts about this show, the race and everything in between. 
You can join our Facebook group by searching for the name Sidepodcast, call our voicemail on 0121 28 TRACK or 
email me at Christine at sidepodcast.com. Look forward to hearing from you. 


