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F1 Digest - Bahrain  Preview  

 

Intro 

Welcome to F1 Digest, the race coverage series brought to you by Sidepodcast. After a short break in the action, 
although not in the news, the racing returns this weekend in the hot and dusty Bahrain. 

Vital Statistics 

Date: 6th April 
Circuit: Bahrain International Circuit 
Length: 5.4km 
Laps: 57 
2007 Winner: Felipe Massa 

Last Year 

²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ нллуΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŎƻǇŜŘ 
and fared during the 2007 race weekend. 
 
[Begin Montage] 
 
Chris: ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴ .ŀƘǊŀƛƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΚ 
 
Me: Hot and dusty. 
 
Chris: As expected then. 
 
Me: Yea, pretty much. It certainly was in free practice. 
 
Chris: Yea, in the first one, everyone was like, skipping off the track. Too dusty for them. 
 
Me: ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛƳƛǘǎΣ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅΚ .ǳǘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ Ǌǳƴ ƻŦŦ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ .ŀƘǊŀƛƴΦ 
 
Chris: {ƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊŜŘΚ 
 
Me: ²ŜƭƭΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǊƛǎƪǎΣ ŎŀƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚ L ƳŜŀƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ aƻƴŀŎƻ Ŏƻǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜ ƛƴ 
the sea. 
 
 [Next Clip] 
 
Chris: At the end of the first practice it was Raikkonen and Massa in front, with Hamilton and Alonso behind them. 
Am I gonna get sick of saying that this season? Renault were still looking out of sorts but BMW ς still looking quite 
good. 
 
Me: ̧ ŜŀΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻƻΣ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅΚ 
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 [Next Clip] 
 
Chris: We were on the edge of our seats, we wanted Davidson to get into ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǘŜƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻ 
well. 
 
Me: !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƘŜΚ 
 
Chris: He was so close, as well, but I blame Martin Brundle. 
 
Me: Why? 
 
Chris: He jinxed it. 
 
Me: What did he do? 
 
Chris: IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ά²ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛǘ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛŦ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǘŜƴΚέ {ƻΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘΦ 
 
Me: He did a Murray Walker on him. Blimey. 
 
Chris: He came 13th which is still really good. 
 
Me: That is good. 
 
 [Next Clip] 
 
Chris: I get the feeling that Massa and Hamilton are never gonna be friends. 
 
Me: hƘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿŀǊ ƻŦ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅΚ 
 
Chris: They were, cos obviously, Hamilton said last weekend he tricked Massa into making the mistake. And this 
ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ aŀǎǎŀΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άLΩƳ ƴƻǘ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣ LΩƭƭ Ǌǳƴ ƘƛƳ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦέ 
 
Me: Yes. aŀǎǎŀΩǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άbƻƴŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǇŀǎǎΦέ !ƴŘ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άbƻǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊŜŘΦέ 
 
[Next Clip] 
 
Chris: It was a bit of a slow start to the race, especially for IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΦ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŀŎŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΦ 
 
Me:  Not as he did previously, no. 
 
Chris: bƻΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƴŜŀǊ aŀǎǎŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎΦ 
 
Me: He almost held up Alonso. 
 
Chris: Yes, cos Alonso got past Raikkonen and then looked like he was trying to get even further but Hamilton was in 
his way. 
 
Me: Yea, he got in the back of his fellow teammate. 
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 [Next Clip] 
 
Chris: Trulli was holding people up as well ς the Trulli train. 
 
Me: Yea, the Trulli train! 
 
Chris: There was at least four cars behind him. 
 
Me: ̧ ŜŀΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎŀǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŀǘ 
the front. But I think he did well. 
 
Chris: IŜΩŘ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΣ ƛŦ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ŘŜŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘΦ 
 
Me: Where was his second driver today? 
 
Chris: Possibly right at the back. 
 
[Next Clip] 
 
Chris: Coulthard was overtaking all over the place. He overtook Fisichella. 
 
Me: CƛǎƛŎƘŜƭƭŀ ǎŀǿ ƘƛƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ΨƘƻƭŘ ƻƴΣ L ǎŀǿ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ ƘŜΩǎ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ǘŀƪŜ 
Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦŦΣ LΩƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦΩ 
 
 [Next Clip] 
 
Chris: The final finishing order was Massa, Hamilton, Raikkonen, then Heidfeld, Alonso back in 5th, Kubica, Trulli and 
Fisichella. 
 
 [End Montage] 

This Year 

²ŜΩǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƘŜ CL! ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘǿŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ to the dangerous situation that occurred in Malaysia, where Heidfeld and Alonso were still 
ƻƴ Ƙƻǘ ƭŀǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŎŀǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƭƻǿ ƛƴ ƭŀǇǎΦ Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ 
be done to stop this happening in the future, so a maximum lap time is going to be imposed from Bahrain onwards. 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ȅŜǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ мнл҈ ƻŦ ŀ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƭŀǇ ǘƛƳŜ ς whatever normal means, 
anyway. 

A lot of the teams are assuming that those who tested in Bahrain over the winter will get a bit of a head start when it 
comes to fine tuning their setup this weekend. That means Ferrari and Toyota are in with a good shot at scoring 
some decent points. However, Bridgestone have decided to change the tyre compounds compared to what they 
ǳǎŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ .ǊƛŘƎŜǎǘƻƴŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ IŀƳŀǎƘƛƳŀ ǎŀƛŘΥ άAfter reviewing 
our data from last year we have changed the tyre allocation for this Grand Prix. The data showed we could go one 
position softer so we will use the soft and medium compound Potenza tyres this season.έ 
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Massa will be hoping he does get some advantage from the tests, as he needs to kick start his championship 
prospects otherwise he will be left behind. In 2007, Massa achieved pole position, fastest lap, and the win, so if past 
performance is anything to go by, Massa is one to keep an eye on.  

McLaren, meanwhile, have been forced to the back of the grid ς their rightful place to be if the championship results 
are to be adhered to. CEO Martin Whitmarsh is adamant that none of this affects them, garage size or lack of winter 
testing. 

A couple of the teams struggling so far this year are looking forward to getting further in qualifying in Bahrain. Force 
India beliŜǾŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ vнΣ ǿƛǘƘ CƛǎƛŎƘŜƭƭŀ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǳǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƭŀǇ ŀƴŘ ƳŀȅōŜ 
one of the others making a mistake ς ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƻǊƻ wƻǎǎƻ ŀƴŘ IƻƴŘŀΣ ŀƴŘ L 
think this battle will continuŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦέ 

wŜƴŀǳƭǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
regular appearances in Q3. Pat Symonds has said the troubles are down to the wind tunnel data from last year, and 
ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά/ƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘe catching up 
that we need to. What we can do now is redouble our efforts in that area and concentrate on improving the aero 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦέ 

Free Practice kicks off tomorrow, where we will get our first glance at how the teams are shaping up. DonΩt forget to 
join us at Sidepodcast.com for the live comment thread, and I will be back tomorrow with a selection of the best 
thoughts, plus of course, a full rundown of events. 

 


