F1 Digest - Bahrain Preview

Intro

Welcome to F1 Digest, the race coverage series brought to you by Sidepodcast. After a short break in the action,
although not in the news, the racing returns this weekend in the hot and dusty Bahrain.

Vital Statistics

Date:6™ April

Circuit:Bahrain International Circuit
Length:5.4km

Laps57

2007 Winner:Felipe Massa

Last Year
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and fared during the 2007 race weekend.

[Begin Montagé
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Me: Hot and dusty.

Chris:As expected then.

Me: Yea, pretty much. It certainly was in free practice.

Chris:Yea, in the first one, everyone was like, skipping off the track. Too dusty for them.

Me:¢ KS& $SNB (GNRAYy3I G2 FAYR GKSANIfAYAGAZ 6SNByQi GK
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the sea.

[Next Clip
Chris:At the end of the first practice it was Raikkonen and Massa in front, with Hamilton and Alonso behind them.
Am | gonna get sick of saying that this season? Renault were still looking out of sorts but BMW ¢ still looking quite

good.
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[Next Clip

Chris: We were on the edge of our seats, we wanted Davidsontogetintod KS (2L §Sy o6SOl dzaS K
well.
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Chris:He was so close, as well, but | blame Martin Brundle.

Me: Why?

Chris:He jinxed it.

Me: What did he do?
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Me: He did a Murray Walker on him. Blimey.

Chris:He came 13" which is still really good.

Me: That is good.

[Next Clip

Chris:| get the feeling that Massa and Hamilton are never gonna be friends.
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Chris:They were, cos obviously, Hamilton said last weekend he tricked Massa into making the mistake. And this
4SS1TSYR alaalQa o6SSy aleéAy3da aLQY y24 3F2yylt S KAY

Me:Yes.al A4F Q4 &L &Ay3 ab2ysS &AKFff LI &Aa0E dyR IFLYAfG2YQ
[Next Clip

Chris:It was a bit of a slow start to the race, especiallyfor| I YAt 62y ® 1 S RARY QG NI OS I ¢
Me: Not as he did previously, no.

Chrisb 25 KS RARy QU 380 IyesKSNB ySIN alaal 2y GKS FAN
Me: He almost held up Alonso.

Chris:Yes, cos Alonso got past Raikkonen and then looked like he was trying to get even further but Hamilton was in
his way.

Me: Yea, he got in the back of his fellow teammate.
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[Next Clip

Chris:Trulli was holding people up as well ¢ the Trulli train.
Me: Yea, the Trulli train!
Chris:There was at least four cars behind him.

Me:, SI'Z odzi KSQa | 3I22R RSTFSyaArAdS RNAGSNI 6KSYy KSQa A
the front. But | think he did well.
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Me: Where was his second driver today?

Chris:Possibly right at the back.

[Next Clip

Chris: Coulthard was overtaking all over the place. He overtook Fisichella.
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[Next Clip

Chris:The final finishing order was Massa, Hamilton, Raikkonen, then Heidfeld, Alonso back in 5™, Kubica, Trulli and
Fisichella.

[End Montagé

This Year

2 SONBF KSFRAYy3 Ayid2 2yfeé (GKS GKANR NIOS 2F (KS &aStraz
¢KAA& (AYSI tdtiedangerbuysitustBrithalogurréd in Malaysia, where Heidfeld and Alonso were still
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be done to stop this happening in the future, so a maximum lap time is going to be imposed from Bahrain onwards.
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anyway.

A lot of the teams are assuming that those who tested in Bahrain over the winter will get a bit of a head start when it
comes to fine tuning their setup this weekend. That means Ferrari and Toyota are in with a good shot at scoring

some decent points. However, Bridgestone have decided to change the tyre compounds compared to what they
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our data from last year we have changed the tyre allocation for this Grand Prix. The data showed we could go one

position softer so we will use the soft and medium compound Potenza tyres this season.¢
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Massa will be hoping he does get some advantage from the tests, as he needs to kick start his championship
prospects otherwise he will be left behind. In 2007, Massa achieved pole position, fastest lap, and the win, so if past
performance is anything to go by, Massa is one to keep an eye on.

McLaren, meanwhile, have been forced to the back of the grid ¢ their rightful place to be if the championship results
are to be adhered to. CEO Martin Whitmarsh is adamant that none of this affects them, garage size or lack of winter
testing.

A couple of the teams struggling so far this year are looking forward to getting further in qualifying in Bahrain. Force
IndiabeliS@S GKS& OFy 3S0i Ayd2 vuHY 6AGK CAAAOKStftl aleAy
one of the others makingamistake ¢A 1 Qa @SNE Of 24S NI OAy3 (GKAa &SI NE LI
think this battle willcontinuS F2NJ G KS NXad 2F GKS &Sl azyoé
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regular appearances in Q3. Pat Symonds has said the troubles are down to the wind tunnel data from last year, and

y2g GKS& IINB 2Nl Ay3 KIFENR (G2 NBIFAY (KSA NiaChhyupSaA G A
that we need to. What we can do now is redouble our efforts in that area and concentrate on improving the aero
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Free Practice kicks off tomorrow, where we will get our first glance at how the teams are shaping up. Don@forget to
join us at Sidepodcast.com for the live comment thread, and | will be back tomorrow with a selection of the best
thoughts, plus of course, a full rundown of events.
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