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Episode 3 ɀ Autosport International 2007  

 
[Intro: Rich Reich, Keeping Up With The Race] 
 
Chris: IŜƭƭƻ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ {ƛŘŜǇƻŘŎŀǎǘΣ 9ǇƛǎƻŘŜ оΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ !ǳǘƻǎǇƻǊǘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ нллтΣ ǘƘŜ 
racing car show. 
 
Me: The racing car show? 
 
Chris: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΦ 
 
Me: Who makes up these titles? 
 
Chris: Which took place at the Birmingham NEC. The show runs Thursday to Sunday, with Thursday and Friday being 
trade only days. We had the choice between Anthony Davidson on Saturday and Takuma Sato on Sunday, and we 
chose Saturday. 
 
Me: And we chose Anthony Davidson. 
 
Chris: bƻΣ ǿŜ ŎƘƻǎŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ н ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ 
in the afternoon, everything was shutting down and everybody had run out of free stuff. The second year, we arrived 
ŀōƻǳǘ мм ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΣ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōǳǎȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǳƴŎǘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ фŀƳΦ 
 
Me: And thank god we did. 
 
Chris: It was perfection. 
 
Me: LŦ ǿŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƛǾŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǿŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ only person worth seeing all day. 
 
Chris: Absolutely. There was a queue for the buses, but we walked. There was a queue for the tickets, but we 
bypassed that. And there was a queue to get in but it only took five minutes. It was perfect timing. 
 
Me: And we happened to walk in the correct door. We walked in the door that was closest to the Formula 1 display. 
 
Chris: Exactly. 
 
Me: And we happened upon... who did we happen upon first? Someone was already there when we got there, 
ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅΚ 
 
Chris: It was Allan McNish. He was there. 
 
Me: Ex-Formula 1 star, ex-Toyota driver. 
 
Chris: ̧ ŜǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ōǳǘ L ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ƘƛƳ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇǎΦ 
 
Me: How do you even know him? 
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Chris: I recognise him from previous years. 
 
Me: Or ITV sport. 
 
Chris: And that, yes. 
 
Me: So, he was there, signing autographs when we arrived. 
 
Chris: He was right there, when we walked in. You were quite amazed at how quickly it all happened. We were 
scrabbling for our cameras. 
 
Me: ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻƻƪΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƛƎƘts. 
 
Chris: tǊŜǘǘȅ ƎƛǊƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜƎǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƛŎŜΦ 
 
Me: Ah, Allan McNIsh! 
 
Chris: ²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻǳǊ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΚ 
 
Me: IŀŘ ǿŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴȅ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǿŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴΦ Who 
basically followed on almost immediately after Allan McNIsh. 
 
Chris: L ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ у ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ у ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ IŀǊǊȅ Iƛƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
big collars and everything... 
 
Me: He did look like Harry Hill, yea. 
 
Chris: He said Anthony Davidson will arrive in 8 minutes, and lo and behold 8 minutes later, Anthony Davidson 
walked through the door. He walked out amongst the formula 1 cars. 
 
Me: Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜΦΦΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ 
Formula 1 cars spread out across the road where some kid had come and just tossed them out across the floor, like 
you do. They were laid out in the championship finishing order, were they not? In a pseudo grid, was it Monza, it was 
trying to look like? They had something to look like grandstands in the background, and they were, you know, 
Renault, Ferrari, McLaren, in the order they finished the championship. 
 
Chris: Honda. 
 
Me: ̧ ŜŀΣ IƻƴŘŀ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΣ ȅŜǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ Ǝǳȅ ǎŀǘ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǎŀǘ in 
there, who drives for Honda? 
 
Chris: /ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΦ {ƻ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ IŀǊǊȅ Iƛƭƭ ƎǳȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 
ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŀŎŜ ŘǊƛǾŜΣ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜΩd 
Ǝƻǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΦ IŀǊǊȅ Iƛƭƭ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ wŜŘ .ǳƭƭǎΥ ά²ƘƻΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
/ƻǳƭǘƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƪ ²ŜōōŜǊΚέ  !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜ ǎƛŘŜŘ 
with Webber which was interesting. 
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Me: IŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ ŎƘŀǎǎƛǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŀǎ ƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ {ǳǇŜǊ !ƎǳǊƛ 
next year. 
 
Chris: ̧ ŜǎΣ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘƻΣ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜΚ 
 
Me: ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǎƛŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘhe BAR chassis and drive with it, 
please. 
 
Chris: Please shut up about it now. 
 
Me: tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦ 
 
Chris: The cool thing about Autosport is you get to be really close to these drivers, because we were what, ten feet 
away from him. 
 
Me: Yea, barely that. 
 
Chris: I mean, we saw him at Goodwood, but we were quite a way away from him then, and he was small. 
 
Me: We did see him at Goodwood but he was just doing a photocall in the distance, and we were behind a barrier, 
there was the PR people,  
 
Chris: There was quite a good zoom on our camera. 
 
Me: ²ƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƭƻǎŜΣ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǿŜΚ wƛƎƘǘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΦ 
 
Chris: Yea, this time, we were really close. And it turns out he actually is really, really tiny. 
 
Me: IŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ see over the wings of the cars, really. I mean, he disappeared behind a Spyker in the 
ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ŦƛǾŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ 
 
Chris: L ƪŜǇǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ƘƛƳ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǇƻŎƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ōǳǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
get close to him obviously, and people might have noticed. 
 
Me: Security might have something to say about that. 
 
Chris: L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǇƻŎƪŜǘΦ ²ƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƛƴŜΦ 
 
Me: His PR lady might have objected. 
 
Chris: After Anthony left the stage, we had time to look at the cars more closely. You were quite interested in the 
Renault. 
 
Me: I like the Renault. 
 
Chris: Yes, being a championship winning car. 
 
Me: It was the championship winning car, the car that beat Michael Schumacher again, and there it was right in front 
of us, you could actually touch it. 
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Chris: ̧ ƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘΦ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŘŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ƘŀŘ ƘŜƭƳŜǘǎΣ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŘŀȅΦ 
 
Me: For four days. 
 
Chris: .ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƘŜƭƳŜǘǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ 
was a bit odd. 
 
Me: Just empty cockpits. 
 
Chris: .ǳǘ CŜǊǊŀǊƛ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƘŜƭƳŜǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǿŜƛǊŘŜǊΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ driver to 
put in there. 
 
Me: L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ L Ŏŀƴ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƳŀȅōŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ {ŎƘǳƳŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘΦΦΦ 
 
Chris: ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻΦ 
 
Me: LǘΩǎ ŀ ǘƻǳƎƘ ŎŀƭƭΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΦΦΦ ȅŜŀΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǿŜƛǊŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ōŀŎƪ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƘŜƭƳŜǘǎ 
at all. The Red Bull had no one in it and the Toro Rosso had no one in it. And also there was a great act of diplomacy 
from the Honda guys. They had, on one side if you looked at it, they had Barrichello, his name and sticker. 
 
Chris: Lǘ ǿŀǎ WŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƘŜƭƳŜǘΦ WŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƘŜƭƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǎŀƛŘ .ŀǊǊƛŎƘŜƭƭƻ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ǎƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ WŜƴǎƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ 
 
Me: {ƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǿƘƻΦ 
 
Chris: Or they had excess stickers. Having had our fill of the Formula 1 cars, we decided to carry on, have a look and 
see what else is out there. There was plenty of rally cars, there was a rally set up stage thing, with branches, trees, 
rocks and a weird looking sheep. 
 
Me: It was kinda weird that sheep. 
 
Chris: It was demented. 
 
Me: You could see what they were trying to do, the car lifted off the ground, jumping over the hill, that was great. 
Sheep? Kind of weird. 
 
Chris: There was also Le Mans cars, regular sports cars, there were lots of karting stands. There was a little Scalextric 
track, well, I say little, it was huge. It went round and round and round a bit more, but none of them were any good 
ŀǘ ƛǘΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪΦ 
 
Me: They kind of got a bit overexcited with the whole, pull the trigger and go as fast as you can, and the cars... it was 
kind of a suped up Scalextric, not your run of the mill one you get from Argos Scalextric track. 
 
Chris: !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ 
 
Me: This was a really, really, really professional piece of kit, and people sat on the start line, the guy said go. They 
put their finger on the trigger and the cars just flew off the racing track. 
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Chris: I mean, there was four or five guys in the middle of the track and it went all the way round them, and they 
spent the entire time juǎǘ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǎΣ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǳƴΦ 
 
Me: It was a good track, it was a great setup, but a different kind of Scalextric really, a different league. 
 
Chris: ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧǳƴ ǎǘǳŦŦΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ м ǎǘǳŦŦ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 
years. 
 
Me: bƻΣ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ мΣ ŀƴŘ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ м ŎŀǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 
 
Chris: Yea, last year, there was a really good chronological thing with all these diffŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ IŀƪƪƛƴŜƴΩǎ ŎŀǊΣ 
and going right back to the fifties. 
 
Me: There was and also there tend to be more Formula 1 personalities, I hesitate to call them stars, people from 
Formula 1 tend to turn up a bit more. 
 
Chris: 5ŀǾƛŘ /ƻǳƭǘƘŀǊŘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ. 
 
Me: IŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘΦ IŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ǳǇ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ .ƛƎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ 
David, where were you? 
 
Chris: We have got lots of pictures of him already, though. 
 
Me: You know, he must have something else to say. 
 
Chris: HŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ǝƻǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ 
 
Me: {ƻ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ¢ƻȅƻǘŀ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 
 
Chris: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǿŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀ ¢ƻȅƻǘŀ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǾŜǊȅ Ŏƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ōƛǘǎ ƻŦ 
the whole thing. 
 
Me: Absolutely. Big up the Toyota boys, tƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƎŜƴƛǳǎΣ LΩƳ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ Cм ǊƛƎΣ ȅƻǳ 
know, the car transporter, the full bananas, they bring the car out of that kind of thing. They set up a proper 
ōƻƴŀŦƛŘŜ нллс CƻǊƳǳƭŀ м ŎŀǊΦ tǊƻōŀōƭȅ wŀƭŦΩǎ ƻǊ ¢ǊǳƭƭƛΩǎ ƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ them. 
 
Chris: How many others were there? 
 
Me: Could have been the test drivers. 
 
Chris: Oh, okay. I tell you what, they had two postcards that you could pick up. One was Zonta and the other one was 
the other guy. 
 
Me:  Panis. 
 
Chris: Exactly. But nothing for SŎƘǳƳŀŎƘŜǊ ƻǊ ¢ǊǳƭƭƛΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ǊǳōōƛǎƘΦ {ƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ōŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ 
the drivers? 
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Me: IŀǎƴΩǘ tŀƴƛǎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘΚ 
 
Chris: Yes, he did. Yes, exactly.  
 
Me: [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 5ƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƎƛǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŀŎŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΚ 
 
Chris: And a big cake. 
 
Me: They turned up with this great big clock in the back of their stand. 
 
Chris: Big red numbers. 
 
Me: Absolutely, and what it was, they got teams of three people per wheel, and they did a makeshift pitstop and 
timed you. 
 
Chris: It was like a little competition. 
 
Me: I forget what the winners get, but it was a great idea. 
 
Chris:  Hats. Baseball caps. Brilliant, worth fighting for. 
 
Me: Possibly not worth the effort put in, but it was a great idea, you turned up with your team of three people, you 
had a go, somebody had the wheel gun. It was a proper wheel gun, not some kind of toy gun, actual proper Formula 
1 wheels, put the wheel on, put the gun in, swap the wheel over, and they timed you. 
 
Chris: Apparently, the fastest was about 4 seconds, which is incredible for just the regular person on the street. 
 
Me: Non professional, 4 seconds to change a Formula 1 wheel. 
 
Chris: You especially liked the team of girls that went to do it dressed in their white, skimpy outfits. 
 
Me: We happened to stop by, I forget who it was now... 
 
Chris: It was the Coventry University of Motorsport, their glamour girls for their stand. They were dressed in these 
white skimpy outfits, they decided to  have a go, or maybe they were told to have a go, whatever. 
 
Me: I suspect marketing got involved ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻΦέ 
 
Chris: Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 
Me: 5ƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻǎŜΚ ¢ƘŜȅ ŎŀƳŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅΚ 
 
Chris: Sh, yea, sh. They took an exceptionally long amount of time, but we ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
fine. 
 
Me: Well impressed with Toyota for turning up, and they were basically the only Formula 1 team to turn up, bar 
Renault, who turned up with the R26, did they not? 
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Chris: They did, yes, you stayed by that for an awfully long amount of time, until some legs walked past, and then 
you were chasing off after them instead. 
 
Me: Did I? 
 
Chris: ̧ Ŝŀ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘΦ ¸ƻǳ Řƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ wŜƴŀǳƭǘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊΦ 
 
Me: It might have won the 2006 World Championship, but suspenders! What can you do? 
 
Chris: LΩƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ¢ƻȅƻǘŀΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŀ ōƛǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŎŀǊŘōƻŀǊŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ wŀƭŦ {ŎƘǳƳŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǘƻƻǘƘ Ƙŀd been blackened out by someone. 
 
Me: Yea, someone was messing around there. 
 
Chris: It was kind of mean. 
 
Me: ! .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀǘ ƎǳȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀǘ ƭŀŘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴ 
between them... 
 
Chris: With the little baby at the bottom. 
 
Me: !ƴŘ wŀƭŦΦΦΦ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ōƭŀŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ wŀƭŦΩǎ ǘŜŜǘƘΦ 
 
Chris: Funny. 
 
Me: .ƭŜǎǎ ƘƛƳΦ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƻƴƭȅ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƻƴŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǘΦ 
 
Chris: ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŘŀȅΦ 
 
Me: And that was the lot really, for the Formula 1 fraternity turning up really. Toyota, Renault, and then a big line of 
cars. 
 
Chris: ²ƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ Cм wŀŎƛƴƎΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǎŀȅ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ 
 
Me: hƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ !ǳǘƻǎǇƻǊǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Cм wŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ƛǘΦ 
 
Chris: I think so. So we spent the rest of the day taking pictures of all the girls, I mean there were a lot of girls. 
 
Me: LΩƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎƘƻǿ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΣ 
year after year, ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ фл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ фл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴŘƛǎŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΣ 
L ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ .!w IƻƴŘŀ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴŘƛǎŜΦ LǘΩǎ нллтΦ 
 
Chris: I bought that t-ǎƘƛǊǘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŘŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ 
 
Me: It was out of date last year. 
 
Chris: 9ȄŀŎǘƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŦŦ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŘŀǘŜ ǎƻ 
quickly. 
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Me: L ǎǿŜŀǊ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ L Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǘŜƭƭ ŀ ƭƛŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ to sell Jaguar 
Racing uniforms. 
 
Chris: No way. 
 
Me: Yea, Jaguar Racing Green. Eddie IrvineΩs uniform changes very little, the only thing worth taking a picture of that 
was different from last year, and the only way you could look at a photograph and know it was 2007, as opposed to 
that was 2006, when the stands are the same. The same Formula 1 grid turned up with the same cars in basically the 
same order. 
 
Chris: DonΩt tell me, different girls each year? 
 
Me: Different girls each year. 
 
Chris: ThatΩs your excuse is it? 
 
Me: Yea. 
 
Chris: The only good bit of merchandise I could see was that guy who was painting pictures, like actual paint, brush 
and everything. 
 
Me: He was, live artistry. 
 
Chris: The picture he was painting wasnΩt Formula 1, it was something else, but he had some around of Formula 1 
cars, and they look quite nice, but then, I still worry that youΩre gonna look at that and think, well, thatΩs out of date. 
I donΩt know if itΩs going down as a piece of history, or if itΩs just gonna go out of date. 
 
Me: That is a problem, if you go back and get Senna hanging on to MansellΩs air box, you know... 
 
Chris: ThatΩs a bit of history. 
 
Me: Put it on my wall. Nick Heidfeld in a BMW, not so much. In a couple of years time. 
 
Chris: No. ThatΩs the problem. So, there wasnΩt very much on the Formula 1 front, it was actually a little bit 
disappointing, but we did make up for it, by gathering lots of bags of stuff. 
 
Me: Lots of free tat. 
 
Chris: No it wasnΩt tat, it was cool stuff. There was pens, and I got two keyrings, and we even got a notepad from a 
business thatΩs actually just up the road from us. So you know, thatΩs was worth going. 
 
Me: That was worth the five hour round trip. Pick a notepad up from over the road. 
 
Chris: Yea, well, it was. Exactly. So if you havenΩt been, I really recommend going. 
 
Me: I recommend going. 
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Chris: We recommend going. ItΩs worth it if you live sort of nearby. ItΩs not worth travelling halfway across the globe 
for, but a couple of hours in a car isnΩt going to hurt. And itΩs probably not worth going two years in a row because it 
tends to be the same thing over and over again. Although we will be there next year, so donΩt listen to us really. 
 
Me: Do as I say... 
 
Chris: Not as I do, exactly. ThatΩs only because weΩre a couple of geeks. So this has been episode three of 
Sidepodcast, donΩt forget to check out the website at Sidepodcast.com, where we have a new forum, where you can 
talk about anything you want to really. 
 
Me: Formula 1 related, obviously. 
 
Chris: Well, yes. 
 
Me: And keep it clean. 
 
Chris: And donΩt forget to keep dailyf1blog.blogspot.com (now retired) for all the news and gossip from the Formula 
1 world. Next week weΩll be talking about all the news from January, including new car launches from Ferrari, 
McLaren, Honda and Renault. 
 
Me: Ah, Renault. 
 
Chris: You do like the Renault. So IΩll see you next week. 
 
[Out: Rich Reich, Keeping Up With The Race] 
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