Episode 3 z Autosport International 2007

[Intro: Rich Reich, Keeping Up With The Race

Chris1 Stt2 FTyR ¢St02YS (2 {ARSLERZROIFIAGEZ 9LA&2RS o0d ¢ 2RI
racing car show.

Me: The racing car show?

Chris:¢ K difQad A G Qa OFttfSR®

Me: Who makes up these titles?

Chris:Which took place at the Birmingham NEC. The show runs Thursday to Sunday, with Thursday and Friday being

trade only days. We had the choice between Anthony Davidson on Saturday and Takuma Sato on Sunday, and we

chose Saturday.

Me: And we chose Anthony Davidson.

Chrisbh2> ¢S OK2aS {lGdNRIed ¢KA&a Aa (GKS GKANR &@SIN ¢S
in the afternoon, everything was shutting down and everybody had run out of free stuff. The second year, we arrived
Fo2dzi mm 2Q0t201® LG st+a NBIffes NBlIffe o0dz@aed ¢KAaA
Me: And thank god we did.

Chris:It was perfection.

Me:LT 6SQR KI @S 0SSy TAGDS Y bndetsd worth seeingaNday. 6 SQR KI @S Y

Chris:Absolutely. There was a queue for the buses, but we walked. There was a queue for the tickets, but we
bypassed that. And there was a queue to get in but it only took five minutes. It was perfect timing.

Me: And we happened to walk in the correct door. We walked in the door that was closest to the Formula 1 display.
Chris:Exactly.

Me: And we happened upon... who did we happen upon first? Someone was already there when we got there,
6SNBY Qi GKS&K

Chris:It was Allan McNish. He was there.
Me: Ex-Formula 1 star, ex-Toyota driver.
Chris;; Sa® L R2y QG NBFffteé NBYSYOSNE o6dzi L NBO23IyAasS KA

Me: How do you even know him?
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Chris:l recognise him from previous years.

Me: Or ITV sport.
Chris:And that, yes.
Me: So, he was there, signing autographs when we arrived.

Chris:He was right there, when we walked in. You were quite amazed at how quickly it all happened. We were
scrabbling for our cameras.

Me:2 S ¢SNBE 2dzad 3ISGGAy3 || 221 GKSNBEQa a2yYS OIFNm:z
Christ NBGde 3IANI I gAGK fS3ax GKFiQa yAoSo

Me: Ah, Allan McNIsh!

Chris2 KSNBE Q& 2dzNJ OF YSNJI K

Me:l TR 6S 0SSy Ftye fFTiSNE 6SQR KI@S YA&aaSR (W 2yf e
basically followed on almost immediately after Allan McNIsh.

ChrisL GKAY]l @&2dzff FAYR Al ¢6la y YAydziSa tF3GSNWP» y YA
big collars and everything...

Me: He did look like Harry Hill, yea.

Chris:He said Anthony Davidson will arrive in 8 minutes, and lo and behold 8 minutes later, Anthony Davidson
walked through the door. He walked out amongst the formula 1 cars.

Me:LG o6l ayQi 2dzad Fy2y3ald GKSodd L R2y Qi syl lyez2ysS
Formula 1 cars spread out across the road where some kid had come and just tossed them out across the floor, like

you do. They were laid out in the championship finishing order, were they not? In a pseudo grid, was it Monza, it was

trying to look like? They had something to look like grandstands in the background, and they were, you know,

Renault, Ferrari, McLaren, in the order they finished the championship.

Chris:Honda.

Me:, SI'Z |1 2yRI YAIKG KIPBS 0SSy Ay (GKSNB a2YSHKSINBZI &S
there, who drives for Honda?

Chris/ 2 dzt Ry Qi GStt @&2dzd {2 1ylK2yeé 51 @GARaz2y okt |SR dzl
NJ

GFrf1Ay3 o62dzi K2g KSQa OSNE KIFLILR G2 KIF@S | ©S RN
320 dzaSR (2 (SadAy3ad | FNNB | Aff F&a1SR G(KS ljdzSadazy
/ 2dzf GKIFNR FyR al N] 2S060SNKE lyiK2ye 51 @ARazy gla o

with Webber which was interesting.
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Me:l S KIR | 280G 2F AyaArAakKd¥FdzZ GKAy3Ia G2 areée Foz2dzi Od:
nextyear.

Chris;; SaX KS ¢62dzZ R R23X ¢2dz RyQi KSK

Me:¢ KSNBEQa  o0AlG 2F O2yINROSNRE (e BARIDdEsis sbdrivie Bithik,y A G S &
please.

Chris:Please shut up about it now.
Me:t £t SFasS R2y QG Fal YS (GKA& ljdzSadAz2y NAIKG y2e0

Chris:The cool thing about Autosport is you get to be really close to these drivers, because we were what, ten feet
away from him.

Me: Yea, barely that.
Chris:l mean, we saw him at Goodwood, but we were quite a way away from him then, and he was small.

Me: We did see him at Goodwood but he was just doing a photocall in the distance, and we were behind a barrier,
there was the PR people,

Chris:There was quite a good zoom on our camera.
Me:2 KSNBI & 6S gSNBE NBIftfe Oft2aSz oSNByQil ¢SK wiIKi y

Chris:Yea, this time, we were really close. And it turns out he actually is really, really tiny.

o =Z

el
|.

S 02 dzf R 6@ dver théwinggbfthé drs, really. | mean, he disappeared behind a Spyker in the
O1 3N

PdzyRZ L RARYQU &aSS KAY T2NJ FAGS YAydziSao

ChrisL {SLJi aleéAy3a G2 e2dz GKIFIG L ¢FydSR G2 LAO] KAY dz
get close to him obviously, and people might have noticed.

Me: Security might have something to say about that.
ChrisL R2y Qi 1y2653 (KS& g2df RyQi KIFoS 08Sy +totsS (2 a$.
Me: His PR lady might have objected.

Chris:After Anthony left the stage, we had time to look at the cars more closely. You were quite interested in the
Renault.

Me: | like the Renault.
Chris:Yes, being a championship winning car.

Me: It was the championship winning car, the car that beat Michael Schumacher again, and there it was right in front

of us, you could actually touch it.
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Chris;; 2dzZQNB y2G Fftf2¢6SR o0dzi €2dz RAR® L (K2dAKG Al 61 &
gSNBy Qi | Oldzrf RNAGSNE aAddAy3da GKSNB |ttt RIeo

Me: For four days.

Chris:. dzi (KS@& KIR KSftyYySia GKSNB {2 NBLN
was a bit odd.
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Me: Just empty cockpits.

Chris.. dzi CSNNJI NA KIFIR | gKAGS KSEYSGZ gKAOK L driteetdza Ki
put in there.

Me:L R2y Qi NBIffeé dzyRSNRAGIYRI GKS 2yfeée GKAy3a L OFly |
YI280S 6S0OIdzasS {OKdzyYll OKSNRa NBGANBRODOD

Chris¢ KS& RARY QU gtyild G20

Me:LGQa | (2dAK OF ff 2 F0o IGIAARS ®SD | d&IST A O2aklLd S| RyFR 06 | C
at all. The Red Bull had no one in it and the Toro Rosso had no one in it. And also there was a great act of diplomacy

from the Honda guys. They had, on one side if you looked at it, they had Barrichello, his name and sticker.

ChrisLi ¢+ a WSyazyQa KSftYSio WSyazyQa KStYSaG yR Al al
Me:{ 2 (GUKSe& 20@0A2dzaftée O2dzZ RYyQii RSOARS 6K2 gl a K2
Chris:Or they had excess stickers. Having had our fill of the Formula 1 cars, we decided to carry on, have a lookand

see what else is out there. There was plenty of rally cars, there was a rally set up stage thing, with branches, trees,

rocks and a weird looking sheep.

Me: It was kinda weird that sheep.

Chris:It was demented.

Me: You could see what they were trying to do, the car lifted off the ground, jumping over the hill, that was great.
Sheep? Kind of weird.

Chris:There was also Le Mans cars, regular sports cars, there were lots of karting stands. There was a little Scalextric
track, well, I say little, it was huge. It went round and round and round a bit more, but none of them were any good
b AGZ L RARYQG GKAY] ®

Me: They kind of got a bit overexcited with the whole, pull the trigger and go as fast as you can, and the cars... it was
kind of a suped up Scalextric, not your run of the mill one you get from Argos Scalextric track.

Chrisi f 1 K2dzZa3K LQY y284 @SNEB 3I22R +Fd GKFG SAGKSNID

Me: This was a really, really, really professional piece of kit, and people sat on the start line, the guy said go. They
put their finger on the trigger and the cars just flew off the racing track.
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Chris:I mean, there was four or five guys in the middle of the track and it went all the way round them, and they
spenttheentiretimejud G NJ OAy3 F FGSNI 6KS OFNBR:X LlzidgAy3da GKSY ol

Me: It was a good track, it was a great setup, but a different kind of Scalextric really, a different league.

Chris¢ KSNB gt a it GKIG SdzyiAGdFS FEa 0valzOK KSABY ®RA Ry @ (a4 & ¢
years.

Me:b2s Ay LINBGA2dza &8SINES 68008 KIR GKS KAad2NB 2F C

Chris:Yea, last year, there was a really good chronological thing with all these diffSNBy i adl yRa FyR |
and going right back to the fifties.

Me: There was and also there tend to be more Formula 1 personalities, | hesitate to call them stars, people from
Formula 1 tend to turn up a bit more.

Chris5F AR /[ 2dzf GKIFNR ¢l ayQid G§KSNB

Me:l S gl ayQied 1SQa 0SSy GKSNB SHSNER &SI N LINBOAZ2dzaf @
David, where were you?

Chris:We have got lots of pictures of him already, though.

Me: You know, he must have something else to say.

ChrisHSQa Ffglea 3I20 az2YSUGUKAy3a G2 &l e&od

Me:{ 2 KS gl ayQi GKSNB:X odzi ¢2&2iF ¢6SNBE GKSNB®

Chris¢ KI 1 Qa NARIKGZ ¢S OFYS ONRaa | ¢2e2dGF GKAYy3IZ GKA
the whole thing.

Me: Absolutely. Big up the Toyotaboys, tK | 4 ¢+ & ISy Adzas LQY ¢Sttt AYLINBaaSR
know, the car transporter, the full bananas, they bring the car out of that kind of thing. They set up a proper

02yl FARS Hnnc C2NXNdzZ I M Ol Ndgm.t N2ol ot & wkfFQa 2NJ ¢ NI
Chris:How many others were there?

Me: Could have been the test drivers.

Chris:Oh, okay. | tell you what, they had two postcards that you could pick up. One was Zonta and the other one was
the other guy.

Me: Panis.

Chris:Exactly. But nothing for SOK dzY F OKSNJ 2 NJ ¢ NHzf t AX ¢KAOK L (K2dAK(G ¢

the drivers?
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Me:l Fay QG tlFyAa NBGANBRK

Chris:Yes, he did. Yes, exactly.

Me:[ a0 &@SIFNX¥ 5ARYQG GKS&@ 3IABS KAY | LIASOS 2F NI OS
Chris:And a big cake.

Me: They turned up with this great big clock in the back of their stand.

Chris:Big red numbers.

Me: Absolutely, and what it was, they got teams of three people per wheel, and they did a makeshift pitstop and

timed you.

Chris:It was like a little competition.

Me: | forget what the winners get, but it was a great idea.

Chris: Hats. Baseball caps. Brilliant, worth fighting for.

Me: Possibly not worth the effort put in, but it was a great idea, you turned up with your team of three people, you

had a go, somebody had the wheel gun. It was a proper wheel gun, not some kind of toy gun, actual proper Formula

1 wheels, put the wheel on, put the gun in, swap the wheel over, and they timed you.

Chris:Apparently, the fastest was about 4 seconds, which is incredible for just the regular person on the street.

Me: Non professional, 4 seconds to change a Formula 1 wheel.

Chris:You especially liked the team of girls that went to do it dressed in their white, skimpy outfits.

Me: We happened to stop by, | forget who it was now...

Chris:It was the Coventry University of Motorsport, their glamour girls for their stand. They were dressed in these

white skimpy outfits, they decided to have a go, or maybe they were told to have a go, whatever.

Me: | suspect marketing gotinvolved Y R &l ARX &, 2dzZQNBE | GSIY 2F (GKNBS g2

ChrisL G 61 ay Qi @SNB I22R F2NJ 6KS IANI &z tSGQa edaid €8
Me:5ARYy Qi GKSe f2aSK ¢KSe& OFYS flFad RARYQl (GKSe&K

Chris:Sh, yea, sh. They took an exceptionally long amount of time, butwe R2 y Q& ySSR (2 1SSLI G
fine.

Me: Well impressed with Toyota for turning up, and they were basically the only Formula 1 team to turn up, bar
Renault, who turned up with the R26, did they not?
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Chris:They did, yes, you stayed by that for an awfully long amount of time, until some legs walked past, and then
you were chasing off after them instead.

Me: Did I?

z

Chris; SI' 82dz RAR® , 2dz R2 tA1S (GKS wSyldAf G4 odzi y2a | &
Me: It might have won the 2006 World Championship, but suspenders! What can you do?

ChrisLQf t GStf @2dz Y& FlI@2d2NAGS GKAYy3A Fo62dzi ¢2820F 3% 2
@2dzNJ LIK2G2 GF{1SYy 6A0GK (GKS Gg2 O NI beenblatkRnedoNtTy@d@nNdaeE |y

Me: Yea, someone was messing around there.
Chris:It was kind of mean.

Me:! . NAGAAK K2f ARF& GNIRAGAZ2Y ({AYR 2F (KAy3d gKSNB @&
between them...

Chris:With the little baby at the bottom.

Me:! YR wlf FTodd 32YS5S02Re ofl Ol SR 2dzi wlfFfQa GSSiKo
Chris:Funny.

Me:. £t S4a KAY® L 3IdzSaa (GKSe 2yfeé& OoONRdzAKO 2yS 06SOI dza s
Chris¢ KS& RARYQiX AG ¢l & GKSNB fft RI&od

Me: And that was the lot really, for the Formula 1 fraternity turning up really. Toyota, Renault, and then a big line of
cars.

Chris2 KAOK Aa (G2 R2 gAGK Cm wkOAYy3aI AayQid AGK ¢KS OF NJ
Me:h K Aada GKFEG NAIKGK LG ¢l ayQd ! dzi2alLl2 NI LI NI AOdzZ | NI
Chiis: | think so. So we spent the rest of the day taking pictures of all the girls, | mean there were a lot of girls.

Me:LQf f GSft &2dz 4KS aftA3IKG 2dzadGA
yearafteryear,@ 2 dzQf f FAYR GKIFG dpm:r 2F

L YSIy GKS& ¢gSNB adAiatt asSttAay3a .!w | 2yRI YSNODKFIYRAA
Chris:lboughtthatt-2 KA NI € ad &SI NE AdQa 2dzi 2F RIGS SgAGKAY &
Me: It was out of date last year.

z

Chris9 EI Ot &5 odzi (KS@QNB alAatt aSttAay3 Ado L R2yQi 1.

quickly.
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Me:L a¢6SIFNJ (G2 D2RX L Olyyz2aGd GStt I tAST GtKsBINBuaxa |
Racing uniforms.

Chris:No way.

Me: Yea, Jaguar Racing Green. Eddie Irvine@ uniform changes very little, the only thing worth taking a picture of that
was different from last year, and the only way you could look at a photograph and know it was 2007, as opposed to
that was 2006, when the stands are the same. The same Formula 1 grid turned up with the same cars in basically the
same order.

Chris:Don@tell me, different girls each year?

Me: Different girls each year.

Chris:ThatQyour excuse is it?

Me: Yea.

Chris:The only good bit of merchandise | could see was that guy who was painting pictures, like actual paint, brush
and everything.

Me: He was, live artistry.

Chris:The picture he was painting wasn@Formula 1, it was something else, but he had some around of Formula 1
cars, and they look quite nice, but then, | still worry that you®@e gonna look at that and think, well, thatQ out of date.
I don@know if itQ going down as a piece of history, or if itQ just gonna go out of date.

Me: That is a problem, if you go back and get Senna hanging on to MansellQ air box, you know...

Chris:ThatQa bit of history.

Me: Put it on my wall. Nick Heidfeld in a BMW, not so much. In a couple of years time.

Chris:No. That@the problem. So, there wasn@very much on the Formula 1 front, it was actually a little bit
disappointing, but we did make up for it, by gathering lots of bags of stuff.

Me: Lots of free tat.

Chris:No it wasn@tat, it was cool stuff. There was pens, and | got two keyrings, and we even got a notepad from a
business that@actually just up the road from us. So you know, that@ was worth going.

Me: That was worth the five hour round trip. Pick a notepad up from over the road.
Chris:Yea, well, it was. Exactly. So if you haven®@been, | really recommend going.

Me: | recommend going.
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Chris:We recommend going. ItQworth it if you live sort of nearby. ItQ not worth travelling halfway across the globe
for, but a couple of hours in a car isn@going to hurt. And itQ probably not worth going two years in a row because it
tends to be the same thing over and over again. Although we will be there next year, so don@listen to us really.

Me: Do as | say...

Chris:Not as | do, exactly. ThatQonly because we@e a couple of geeks. So this has been episode three of
Sidepodcast, don@forget to check out the website at Sidepodcast.com, where we have a new forum, where you can
talk about anything you want to really.

Me: Formula 1 related, obviously.

Chris:Well, yes.

Me: And keep it clean.

Chris:And don@forget to keep dailyflblog.blogspot.com (now retired for all the news and gossip from the Formula
1 world. Next week wedl be talking about all the news from January, including new car launches from Ferrari,
McLaren, Honda and Renault.

Me: Ah, Renault.

Chris:You do like the Renault. So 14l see you next week.

[Out: Rich ReighKeeping Up With The Réce
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