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Episode 39 ɀ Beginning of the End  

 
[Intro: Rich Reich, Keeping Up With the Race] 
 
Chris: Welcome to Sidepodcast, Episode 39 ς .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴŘΦ [ŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ !ƭŜȄ ²ǳǊȊΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ 
to leave Williams and his race seat earlier than expected, and we were waiting on the decision as to who would 
ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ .ǊŀȊƛƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ YŀȊǳƪƛ bŀƪŀƧƛƳŀΦ LǘΩǎ Ƙƛǎ Cм 
ŘŜōǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΥ άtŀǘǊƛŎƪ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ a test, what I do in the next 
ǊŀŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƻƴŜ ǊŀŎŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƘŀǊƳ ƛƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭΦέ 
Yea, right. 
 
Me: Yea, it can either make or break his F1 career, this. 
 
Chris: We kinda suspected that Williams might have had this all planned out, and that they were ready to go when 
Alex made his decision. 
 
Me: That was in the back of our minds, yep. 
 
Chris: .ǳǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƛƎƎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ !¢ϧT 
Williams podcast were going to do with their 20:12 feature. 
 
Me: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƘƛƳ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
 
Chris: On a Saturday night, and we were curious to see whether they ran it or not, in China. Well, on the iTunes feed, 
there is no China or Japan, the last one is Belgium. And on another feed we found the last one is China, but the 
ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŦƛƭŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ {ǇŀΣ ǎƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘΦ aŀȅōŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦ Lǘ 
came to light this week that the Prodrive negotiations with McLaren may have broken down and Prodrive might be 
in a little bit of trouble with regards to being ready or allowed to race next year.  
 
Me: I blame Max. 
 
Chris: Well, the thing is Max asked all the teams to bid on getting a chamǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
know what the rules and regulations are gonna be. 
 
Me: !ƴŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǎƻǊǘŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜƘŀƴŘΣ ŘƛŘ ƘŜΚ 
 
Chris: Williams have now raised questions with the FIA about the legality of the Prodrive entry into F1, and not 
making their own chassis, but they might have to because McLaren have scrapped their plans at least for now to 
provide the chassis to Prodrive. 
 
Me: Yea, they are leaving it very late, time is running out. There are a couple of options other than McLaren, Renault 
have been mooted as a possible partner, but really, time is running out for them. 
 
Chris: .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǳƭǘΦ 
 
Me: bƻΣ ŀƎŀƛƴ aŀȄΩǎΦ 
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Chris: Talking of Max... 
 
Me: IŜΩǎ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜΦ 
 
Chris: ¢ƘŜ CL! ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜ aŎ[ŀǊŜƴΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ drivers at the Brazilian Grand Prix to ensure 
equality. McLaren have invited the head of the Spanish Motorsport Federation, Carlos Gracia, to attend the race 
with them, and he announced that the FIA would have an official steward to keep his eye on what happens to both 
ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΦ {ƻΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ƴƻǿΣ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅΦ 
 
Me: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ !ƭƻƴǎƻΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƴƻƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ /Ƙƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ 
that his tyre pressures were higher than he expected them to be, and perhaps something mischievous was going on, 
and so now the FIA have stepped in to ensure equality in the closing stages of the championship. 
 
Chris: 5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ CL! ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎΚ 
 
Me: ²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀƴ eye on each team during the race. They could look at the 
data after the race, but by that time all the fans would have obviously assumed a winner. 
 
Chris: It would be too late. 
 
Me: They need up to the minute information and this is one way of ensuring that. Although this does make McLaren 
ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ǇŀǊǘȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƘŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
 
Chris: McLaren are never out of news. 
 
Me: LǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎƻƻŘ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƛǎ ƛǘΚ 
 
Chris: This time Wikipedia have ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƭƻŎƪ [Ŝǿƛǎ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ 
because someone has been going in and changing things. 
 
Me: LΩƳ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎΦ 
 
Chris: hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ мнΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǉǳƛǘe silly, he had gained his first black 
ōŜƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘΦέ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ 
 
Me: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ƘŀǊƳƭŜǎǎ ŦǳƴΦ 
 
Chris: !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ǿŀǎΥ άL ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǳƎƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ƘŜ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǇΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŀŎƘ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ мΦέ 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎo mean. 
 
Me: hƪŀȅΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƘŀǊǎƘΣ ŦƛƴŜΦ 
 
Chris: They traced the IP address of the editor to someone in Mercedes Benz in Spain. A Mercedes Benz spokesman 
ǎŀƛŘΥ άLǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘ ƛǘΣ ŀǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ŘŀȅǎΦέ 
 
Me: A likely story. 
 
Chris: ²Ƙƻ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǘƻǊŜǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ŘŀȅǎΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎΦ 
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Me: A multi-ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΥ ά²Ŝ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ŘŀȅǎΦέ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ǿŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
our employee and we are completely behind them defacing IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
bring them to justice. 
 
Chris: LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ L ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎΣ L ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘΦ aƻǊŜ ƴŜǿǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƴŀǎǘȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ȅƻǳ 
know Max Mosley. 
 
Me: I am familiar with his work, yes. 
 
Chris: And his horrible comments about Jackie Stewart, well, lawyers are now involved. Stewarts lawyers are now 
ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ aŀȄΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΥ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ 
and that of course, is much higher than Max. I think it was an act of misjudgement by him but he must have been 
ǾŜǊȅ ǳǇǎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦέ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀƛŘΥ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ōŜƘŀǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 
ƘŀǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛōŜƭƭƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀƭƭ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅΦέ 
 
Me: !ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ aŀȄΩǎ ǊŜǇƭȅΚ 
 
Chris: aŀȄ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά!Ƴ L ōƻǘƘŜǊŜŘΚέ 
 
Me: He did not say that. 
 
Chris: bƻΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘΦ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΥ άL ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀǇǇȅ 
to repeat this view about him now and in the futuǊŜΦέ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ ōŀŘΣ ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŦƛǊƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦ 
 
Me: hǊ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎΦ .ǳǘ L Řƻ ƭƛƪŜ WŀŎƪƛŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘǳǊǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
have cut quite deep with Max. 
 
Chris: A1GP have signed a six year agreement with Ferrari to ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŀƭƭ !мDt ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ 
Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǎǎƛǎ ƛƴ нллу ŀƴŘ фΦ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ !мDt ¢ƻƴȅ ¢ŜƛȄŜƛǊŀ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ !мDt ŀǎ ƻƴŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƳƻǘƻǊǎǇƻǊǘ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 
 
Me: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǇǎŜǘ .ŜǊƴƛŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ƘŜΩǎ ōŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘǎΣ ŦƻƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ CŜǊǊŀǊƛ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ 
Formula 1, only for them to bugger off and join a rival series. 
 
Chris: ¢ƻƴȅ ŀƎŀƛƴΥ άCŜǊǊŀǊƛ Ƙŀǎ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘǎ ŘŜŀƭŜǊ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ with them to 
ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ !мDt ŜǾŜƴǘΦέ 
 
Me: ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƎŜƴƛǳǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ м ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘŜŀƭŜǊ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
and no quality merchandise. A1GP have just got the jump on them. 
 
Chris: The partnership includes an agreement for A1GP to licence the Ferrari name on the merchandise and use the 
ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άtƻǿŜǊŜŘ ōȅ CŜǊǊŀǊƛΦέ 
 
[Jingle: Ted News] 
 
Chris: ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŀŘ ƻǳǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ōƭƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎΣ ¢ŜŘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ŀ ƎŜƴƛǳǎ. 
 
Me:  Oh yes.  
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Chris: {ƻΣ LΩƳ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ άbƛƎŜƭ {ǘŜǇƴŜȅ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ CŜǊǊŀǊƛΩǎ Ǉƛǘ ŎǊŜǿ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀǊ 9ŀǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƭƭƛǇƻǇ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ 
replaced him with a small set of traffic lights. The lights hang down from the tyre gun booms and are connected to 
the fuel system. So the driver can see the red, amber and green lights that the fuel man gets to denote that the stop 
is about to begin, is in progress, or finished. The chief mechanic stands nearby with an override switch that he can 
ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ǊŜŘ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŀŦŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΦ LŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎŀŦŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŀŎǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ Ψŀƭƭ the 
ŦǳŜƭ ƛǎ ƛƴΩ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘΦέ 
 
Me: We watŎƘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǾƛŘŜƻΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǇƻǘ ƛǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΦ 
 
Chris: ¢ƘŜ ƭƻƭƭƛǇƻǇ Ƴŀƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΦ 
 
Me: ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƭƭƛǇƻǇ ƳŀƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƭƭƛǇƻǇΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƴǘǊȅΣ 
not a ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ƛǘΦ 
 
Chris: Martin Brundle did point out that it was really lucky, or they were cutting it close when they pulled the fuel 
hose out. 
 
Me: .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƘŜƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ƛŘŜŀΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ 
been trying it out for various tests throughout the year, and they finally got round to implementing it in China. 
 
Chris: The thing is, is it wise to bring out new developments this close to the end of the season? Because people 
keep stealing ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƎƻǘΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ ƛǘ 
out and get ready for the new season. 
 
Me: DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘŜǎǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊing it out 
ǎƻƻƴŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŀŎŜΦ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ƻǳǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǘǿƻ ǊŀŎŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ 
 
Chris: Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ¢ƻȅƻǘŀ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻƴǘƻ the wheelbin thing, and Williams have started doing that as well now. 
 
Me: ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŎŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ȅŜǘΣ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜȅΚ 
 
Chris: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƻǳǊ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΦ ά{ƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻǳǘ this late in the season? Or 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƭŀǘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΚέ 
 
Me: Well, it depends on how much the advantage will give them. At the end of last season, Toyota brought out this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎŀǊ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘŜǎǘƛng done before they released the final version. I guess if they think 
ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƛǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŘƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ƛǘ 
out. 
 
Chris: [ŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ, should McLaren have pulled him in, did they really 
ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǌƛǎƪ ƛǘΚ bŜƭǎƻƴƎ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¢ǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƘƛƳ ŘŜŀǊƭȅΦ wƻƻƪƛŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ƻǊ ōŀŘ ǘŜŀƳ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΣ LΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ LΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦέ !ƴŘ 
{Ƙŀǳƴ ǎŀƛŘΥ άLǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƻƘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛǘ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǊǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ōǳǘ 
ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ƻǊ ŀ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎ ƳŀƪŜǳǇ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ-risk strategy. They are winners and 
winners only become successful, get to the top, by taking the high-risk option. 
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Me: ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ !ƭƻƴǎƻ ǿƘƻ ǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƭƻǿ-risk kind of guy. 
 
Chris: Sometimes he does crazy things, like putting his foot down and overtaking manoeuvres. 
 
Me: ̧ ŜŀΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ōŀƎƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƘŜΚ ¢ǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŘƻǿƴΣ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŜŀǎȅΣ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ 
get it home safe. 
 
Chris: Back to the news, then, it was announced yesterday that the Court of Appeal have upheld LiuzziΩs penalty at 
Fuji, rejecting the appeal from Toro Rosso. Spyker boss Colin Kolles said: άWe felt our case was without doubt and 
the FIA had no objections to our evidence.έ And Toro Rosso boss Franz Tost said: άObviously we are disappointed but 
we accept the decision of the court.έ 
 
Me: That now means that every team bar McLaren have a point in the constructors championship.  
 
Chris: Nigel Stepney is writing a book called Red Mist and the publisher, soon after the book was announced, actually 
pulled out of the deal because of pressure. Stepney doesnΩt know whoΩs responsible for this, because the publisher is 
unwilling to tell him whatΩs going on. HeΩs going to go ahead and try and find another publisher. ThereΩs a website 
called nigel-stepney.com. It has ye olde visitor counter on there. 
 
Me: That is very retro. 
 
Chris: It looks rubbish. 
 
Me: Charming. 
 
Chris: But itΩs at 13,000 visits at the moment, so itΩs definitely showing that thereΩs interest. 
 
Me: I think it actually has a point of being there, even though it looks retro and it looks bad and someoneΩs spent no 
money on the design. The fact that itΩs got 13,000 views glowing there right in the centre there is important, because 
it shows someone is interested, and someone is looking, and thatΩs what a publisher needs to know, and thatΩs what 
Ferrari need to know. 
 
Chris: He didnΩt manage to get nigelstepney.com without the dash, because it was purchased by an Italian company, 
coincidentally, two days before the FIA Court of Appeal transcriptions were released.  
 
Me: Make of that what you will. 
 
Chris: Proceeds from the sale of the book are going to Great Ormond Street Hospital. 
 
Me: ThatΩs so nice of him. 
 
Chris: No itΩs not. HeΩs not allowed to make money off the book. ItΩs a crime, you canΩt make money from a crime. 
 
Me: Ah, heΩs not a criminal yet, though. 
 
Chris:  Not yet. StepneyΩs actually been practising writing by sending a letter to Max Mosley, which was published on 
Grandprix.com. It has all sorts of interesting points on it and weΩll link to it on the blog. 
 
Me: If you havenΩt read it already, you must go and look at it. 
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Chris: WeΩll give you a summary of what it says though. Back in January 2007, he questioned the legality of the front 
floor of the Ferrari, ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛŜŦ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊ !ƭŘƻ /ƻǎǘŀΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜΩŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘΦ Lƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƛǘŜƳǎ on the 
car had been better disguised. He enquired if clarification had been sought from the FIA and the response was no, 
they would go with the system and take any advantage up to the time any team made a noise to the FIA. At 
minimum they would get a one race advantage. Stepney decided in mid-February to step down from the role of 
technical manager, one of the reasons was due to the new way of approaching the regulations. He made it clear to 
some top people at Ferrari that the car was illegal in several areas. He then went to Peter Wright... 
 
Me: Who is a technical advisor to the FIA. 
 
Chris: Asked him about the legality, and was told it looked suspicious. He said that Wright could bring it to Charlie 
²ƘƛǘƛƴƎΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴ ŀƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΦ ²Ƙȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ ²ƘƛǘƛƴƎΩǎ 
ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΚ LǎƴΩǘ ƘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΚ 
 
Me: HeΩs also ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CL!Ωǎ Cм ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ 
 
Chris: Peter Wright did tell Charlie, and informed Stepney that the matter would be looked into at Australia. On the 
Friday of the Australian GP, Stepney phoned Mike Coughlan to see if the FIA had taken any action. Mike asked why 
he was interested, and Stepney said I want nothing but a clean and fair championship. 
 
Me: That does shed doubt on the FIAΩs evidence that the two were coercing on FerrariΩs technical information. When 
according to Stepney, all he was doing was seeking clarification from Mike. 
 
Chris: Nothing happened previous to, during or after the race, so the first major thing Stepney is asking Max ƛǎ ά²Ƙȅ 
ŘƛŘ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ ƴƻǘ ŀŎǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ aŎ[ŀǊŜƴ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΚέ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Řŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ. Stepney was sure he 
had done everything he should, by telling the FIA, and nothing happened, so then he had to blow the whistle to 
McLaren and that really explains everything. 
 
Me: It does certainly back up what McLaren were saying about Nigel being the whistleblower in the July hearing. 
 
Chris: Yea, cos the FIA, they were questioning if he was a whistleblower, why wouldnΩt he go to the FIA? But he did. 
 
Me: He did, he went there first, and he brought attention to Charlie Whiting and he did nothing about it, when he 
was given ample opportunity to do something about it. 
 
Chris: Which is really bad, if the FIA did nothing. 
 
Me: If this is true, the FIA have been negligent in their management of the championship. 
 
Chris: About the documents... 
 
Me: ThatΩs the 780 page documents found in MikeΩs house. 
 
Chris: Stepney says he had every right to have them in his position, and he went to Mike asking for help to get a 
ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƧƻōΦ IŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ aƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŀƛǾŜ. 
 
Me: Very, very naive. 
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Chris: But he ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ aƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŜŀƭ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
 
Me: This backs up what Mike was saying about copying the document to disc in order that one day he might have to 
give it back to Nigel. I canΩt wait to read this book, can you? 
 
Chris: I canΩt believe we didnΩt know this earlier, everything would have made a lot more sense. I mean, you canΩt 
guarantee that itΩs all true, and Jean Todt is saying that StepneyΩs lost his mind. He is writing the letter with the 
benefit of hindsight, but itΩs really good to get the other side of the story. It completes the picture. 
 
Me: We havenΩt actually heard what Mike has to say either, heΩs put all he knows into an affidavit but thatΩs never 
been released publically, so weΩre missing some key pieces of the puzzle. 
 
[Sweeper] 
 
Chris: The last race of the 2007 season is the Brazilian Grand Prix on the 22nd October at Interlagos. The track is 2.667 
miles which will be 71 laps, and the previous three winners were Massa, Montoya, and Montoya again. 
 
Me: ItΩs the championship showdown, every single race this season is all building up to this one finale. 
 
Chris: ItΩs on at prime time in Europe which does kind of screw with our podcast schedule but that doesnΩt matter. 
 
Me: ThatΩs the least of everybodyΩs worries. So weΩre gonna be a bit late. I suspect afterwards weΩre going to need a 
lie down anyway, cos whatever happens, itΩs gonna be a classic, is it not? 
 
Chris: Last year, Massa won it, in his lovely overalls. 
 
Me: Green overalls, and he won it in style. Ferrari had a tyre advantage last year, which theyΩre obviously not going 
to have now that everyoneΩs on Bridgestones. Also Bridgestone are bringing their two softest compounds which the 
red team have not got the best out of during this season. So advantage McLaren to begin with, and Ferrari have a 
massive hill to climb with Kimi. But they do have Massa to defend him. 
 
Chris: It really is going to be tough for Raikkonen. I think itΩs probably down to between the two McLaren drivers, 
and itΩs so tough to call who itΩs gonna be. Your smart money is on Hamilton, obviously, but donΩt ever count Alonso 
out. 
 
Me: He has his friend in the garage keeping an eye on things for him, so that might help his mindset, stop the 
paranoia. Given that advantage, it might be all he needs to keep ahead of Hamilton. What do you think Lewis is going 
to be thinking after the last race? Is it playing on his mind still? It was a long time to wait.  
 
Chris: No, I think Lewis believes heΩs going to win, because heΩs ahead in the championship. 
 
Me: He has got that advantage. If it looks like Alonso canΩt win it, do you think he would throw it for Hamilton and let 
Raikkonen win? Do you think he would prefer it if Kimi were the world champion? 
 
Chris: I like to think that he wouldnΩt, but some of the reports weΩve been hearing, heΩs not the man I thought he 
was. 
 
Me: No, heΩs gone down in your opinion this year, but heΩs not gonna want to see Lewis lift up that trophy. 
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Chris: There definitely is a bitter rivalry between, I think that can be said, and with the tantrums and blackmail, you 
know, you can never tell what heΩs going to do next. But I just like to think that the gentleman racer in him will come 
out, and he will just do his job. 
 
Me: I like to think that Raikkonen can win it from the front, and the two McLarenΩs tangle early on in the race. 
 
Chris: That is the only way that Raikkonen can win the race. 
 
Me: ItΩs gonna take mechanical reliability, a mistake, or deliberate actions from another driver, isnΩt it? But he can 
still do it. He can still do it, I have faith in the man. 
 
Chris: I think itΩs safe to say, after the last race, anything is possible. 
 
Me: Yes, wouldnΩt like to be putting money on this one. 
 
[Sweeper] 
 
Chris: I just want to warn people, I put a lot of photos on Flickr today, and theyΩre all of me, so I just to... you know, 
donΩt be alarmed if you see pictures of me. 
 
Me: Why are you putting lots of pictures of yourself on Flickr? 
 
Chris: ItΩs actually lots of screen grabs from our videos because, um, I need to remember what I wear each time, I 
mean, god forbid I wear the same thing twice. 
 
Me: So, youΩve put it on Flickr for your own use? 
 
Chris: Basically yea. 
 
Me: Okay, so you donΩt wear the same clothes two videos in a row. 
 
Chris: That would just be terrible. CanΩt be seen out wearing the same thing. 
 
Me:  The problem is you would never have thought of that as being a problem when you started doing videos, did 
you? 
 
Chris: No, and then I ran out of clothes and had to go out and buy some more. 
 
Me: And then you forgot which ones youΩd worn. 
 
Chris: And talking of the videos, this week is our last ever preview. 
 
Me: Good lord, the season really is coming to an end, seems so final. 
 
Chris: ItΩs a good one though, weΩve made it extra special, so make sure you check it out. 
 
Me: And donΩt forget to join us next week for the explosive finale to the 2007 championship. 
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Chris: And make sure you call us on our Skype number 0121 28 TRACK because if you havenΩt had anything to say 
about the individual races this season, you must have something to say about the championship as a whole. 
 
[Out: Rich Reich, Keeping Up With The Race] 

http://music.podshow.com/music/listeners/artistdetails.php?pageNum_MusicList=1&totalRows_MusicList=9&BandHash=aae27c461eb6856850f8abda5f1fbf35

