Episode 39 z Beginning of the End

[Intro: Rich Reich, Keeping Up Witle Racg

Chris:Welcome to Sidepodcast, Episode39¢. SAAYYAyYy3a 2F (GKS 9yRod [Fald ©6SS1
to leave Williams and his race seat earlier than expected, and we were waiting on the decision as to who would
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Yea, right.

Me: Yea, it can either make or break his F1 career, this.

Chris:We kinda suspected that Williams might have had this all planned out, and that they were ready to go when
Alex made his decision.

Me: That was in the back of our minds, yep.

Chris.. dzi ¢SQ@®S 06SSy R2Ay3 &a2YS RAIIAYyIIT YR GKFG YAIK
Williams podcast were going to do with their 20:12 feature.

Me:¢ K 1 Q&8 $KSNB (GKSe LIK2yS KAY dzLJ FyR Fail KAY fA&aGSy
Chris:On a Saturday night, and we were curious to see whether they ran it or not, in China. Well, on the iTunes feed,

there is no China or Japan, the last one is Belgium. And on another feed we found the last one is China, but the
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came to light this week that the Prodrive negotiations with McLaren may have broken down and Prodrive might be

in a little bit of trouble with regards to being ready or allowed to race next year.

Me: | blame Max.

Chris:Well, the thing is Max asked all the teams to bid on gettingachamlLJA 2 y a KA L) Sy G4 NE ySEG @
know what the rules and regulations are gonna be.

Me:! YR KS RARYQG KIF@PS Ad a2NISR 0SF2NBKFEYyR: RAR KSK
Chris:Williams have now raised questions with the FIA about the legality of the Prodrive entry into F1, and not
making their own chassis, but they might have to because McLaren have scrapped their plans at least for now to

provide the chassis to Prodrive.

Me: Yea, they are leaving it very late, time is running out. There are a couple of options other than McLaren, Renault
have been mooted as a possible partner, but really, time is running out for them.

Chris.. dzi AGQa y2G GKSANI ¥l dzf G
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Chris:Talking of Max...

Me:l SQa Yeé Tl g2daNAGSo
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equality. McLaren have invited the head of the Spanish Motorsport Federation, Carlos Gracia, to attend the race

with them, and he announced that the FIA would have an official steward to keep his eye on what happens to both
RNAOGSNBER® {23 (GKS@ OFyQd o6S GNHzAGSR y24> | LI NByi(feod
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that his tyre pressures were higher than he expected them to be, and perhaps something mischievous was going on,
and so now the FIA have stepped in to ensure equality in the closing stages of the championship.
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data after the race, but by that time all the fans would have obviously assumed a winner.

Chris:It would be too late.

Me: They need up to the minute information and this is one way of ensuring that. Although this does make McLaren
2dzi G2 0SS (GKS 3Jdzafde LI NLIeEe o0STF2NBE (KS2Q@S I Oddz e

Chris:McLaren are never out of news.
Me:LiQa yS@SNI 322R KSFIREAYySa GK2dAKI A& AUK

Chris:This time Wikipediahave K+ R (12 €201 [SéAa 1 IFYAtG2yQa Sy(iNEB dzyi
because someone has been going in and changing things.
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Chris:They traced the IP address of the editor to someone in Mercedes Benz in Spain. A Mercedes Benz spokesman
aFARY aLdG YlIe y2d 0S LlRaaroftS (2 FAYR 2dzi 6K2 RAR A

Me: A likely story.

Chris2 K2 2yfté &ai2NBa GKAy3da FT2N G662 RIFI@aK ¢KFGiQa NARA
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our employee and we are completely behind them defacing! | YAt G2y Q& Sy G NEX
bring them to justice.

ChrisLi Q& tfA1SZ L LINPYAAS 6SQNB t221Ay3I> L LINRYA&AS ¢6S
know Max Mosley.

Me: | am familiar with his work, yes.

Chris:And his horrible comments about Jackie Stewart, well, lawyers are now involved. Stewarts lawyers are now
Grft1Ay3 G2 alEXZ YR KS aFARY aL R2yQliG GKAY]l @&2dz 42d
and that of course, is much higher than Max. | think it was an act of misjudgement by him but he must have been
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Me: He did not say that.

Chisb23 KS RARYQO® 1S &FARY 6L KI@S y2 FLRt238 (G2 YI-
to repeat this view about himnow and inthe futuNS ®¢ ¢ Kl &G Aa a2 o6l RX KS NBIFffe
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have cut quite deep with Max.

Chris:A1GP have signed a six year agreement with Ferrarito Y I y dzF | OG dzNB | y R adzLJLX & | f ¢
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Formula 1, only for them to bugger off and join a rival series.
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and no quality merchandise. A1GP have just got the jump on them.

Chris:The partnership includes an agreement for A1GP to licence the Ferrari name on the merchandise and use the
LIKNI &S at 26SNBR 08 CSNNI NRA @¢

[Jingle: Ted NeWs
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Me: Oh yes.
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replaced him with a small set of traffic lights. The lights hang down from the tyre gun booms and are connected to

the fuel system. So the driver can see the red, amber and green lights that the fuel man gets to denote that the stop

is about to begin, is in progress, or finished. The chief mechanic stands nearby with an override switch that he can
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Chris:Martin Brundle did point out that it was really lucky, or they were cutting it close when they pulled the fuel
hose out.

Me:. dzii AG 61 & AYylaSyldAazylt GKS gK2fS (GAYSIARBRIAGERS D
been trying it out for various tests throughout the year, and they finally got round to implementing it in China.

Chris:The thing is, is it wise to bring out new developments this close to the end of the season? Because people
keepstealingll KSANJ ARSI &YX 2NJ LJIS2LX S aKFINB ARSIFasx FyR y2g
out and get ready for the new season.

z
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Me: Well, it depends on how much the advantage will give them. At the end of last season, Toyota brought out this

&SI NDa OF NI SENIg& Ay agdubnsSheioreithey relefsd the Bndf &rsicghyf guesshikhey thinkd S & G
AGQa 3I2Ay3 G2 3IAGS GKSY | O2dzL) S 2F asSO2yRa I R@Fyhl
out.
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GKIFG dzd 62 SFEOK 2yS 2F @82dz LQY 2diKB FfHlaR N&IOS ®B&S (
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winners only become successful, get to the top, by taking the high-risk option.
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Chris:Sometimes he does crazy things, like putting his foot down and overtaking manoeuvres.

Me:, St KSQa GKS YFHadSNI2F o6F33Ay3a GKS LRAydGa (K2dAK

get it home safe.

Chris:Back to the news, then, it was announced yesterday that the Court of Appeal have upheld LiuzziQ penalty at
Fuji, rejecting the appeal from Toro Rosso. Spyker boss Colin Kolles said: dWe felt our case was without doubt and
the FIA had no objections to our evidence.€ And Toro Rosso boss Franz Tost said: dObviously we are disappointed but
we accept the decision of the court.€

Me: That now means that every team bar McLaren have a point in the constructors championship.

Chris:Nigel Stepney is writing a book called Red Mist and the publisher, soon after the book was announced, actually
pulled out of the deal because of pressure. Stepney doesn@know whoQ responsible for this, because the publisher is
unwilling to tell him whatQgoing on. HeQ going to go ahead and try and find another publisher. ThereQa website
called nigel-stepney.com. It has ye olde visitor counter on there.

Me: That is very retro.

Chris:It looks rubbish.

Me: Charming.

Chris:But itQat 13,000 visits at the moment, so itQ definitely showing that thereQ interest.

Me: | think it actually has a point of being there, even though it looks retro and it looks bad and someoneQ spent no
money on the design. The fact that itQ got 13,000 views glowing there right in the centre there is important, because
it shows someone is interested, and someone is looking, and thatQ what a publisher needs to know, and that@ what

Ferrari need to know.

Chris:He didn@manage to get nigelstepney.com without the dash, because it was purchased by an Italian company,
coincidentally, two days before the FIA Court of Appeal transcriptions were released.

Me: Make of that what you will.

Chris:Proceeds from the sale of the book are going to Great Ormond Street Hospital.

Me: ThatQso nice of him.

Chris:No it@ not. HeQ not allowed to make money off the book. ItQa crime, you can@make money from a crime.
Me: Ah, he@ not a criminal yet, though.

Chris: Not yet. StepneyQactually been practising writing by sending a letter to Max Mosley, which was published on
Grandprix.com. It has all sorts of interesting points on it and wed! link to it on the blog.

Me: If you haven@read it already, you must go and look at it.
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Chris:Wedl give you a summary of what it says though. Back in January 2007, he questioned the legality of the front
flooroftheFerrari 6 A G K OKA ST RSaA3IYySNI ! fR2 /2ailX FyR Kd&thal AR
car had been better disguised. He enquired if clarification had been sought from the FIA and the response was no,

they would go with the system and take any advantage up to the time any team made a noise to the FIA. At

minimum they would get a one race advantage. Stepney decided in mid-February to step down from the role of

technical manager, one of the reasons was due to the new way of approaching the regulations. He made it clear to

some top people at Ferrari that the car was illegal in several areas. He then went to Peter Wright...

Me: Who is a technical advisor to the FIA.

Chris:Asked him about the legality, and was told it looked suspicious. He said that Wright could bring it to Charlie
2KAGAY3IQa ddSydAazys & t2y3KRE 6RIZA RS KRISAWAR yAY Ay 21
FGGSYyldA2yK LayQil KS 2dzad G§KS NI 0SS RANBOG2NK
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Chris:Peter Wright did tell Charlie, and informed Stepney that the matter would be looked into at Australia. On the

Friday of the Australian GP, Stepney phoned Mike Coughlan to see if the FIA had taken any action. Mike asked why

he was interested, and Stepney said | want nothing but a clean and fair championship.

Me: That does shed doubt on the FIAQ evidence that the two were coercing on FerrariQtechnical information. When
according to Stepney, all he was doing was seeking clarification from Mike.

Chris:Nothing happened previous to, during or after the race, so the first major thing Stepney isaskingMaxA a & 2 Keé
RAR / KINIAS y20G | OG dzyGAf aO[ }F NBYy &2 dz3K Stepr@fwasNkeher Ol
had done everything he should, by telling the FIA, and nothing happened, so then he had to blow the whistle to

McLaren and that really explains everything.

Me: It does certainly back up what McLaren were saying about Nigel being the whistleblower in the July hearing.

Chris:Yea, cos the FIA, they were questioning if he was a whistleblower, why wouldn®@he go to the FIA? But he did.

Me: He did, he went there first, and he brought attention to Charlie Whiting and he did nothing about it, when he
was given ample opportunity to do something about it.

Chris:Which is really bad, if the FIA did nothing.

Me: If this is true, the FIA have been negligent in their management of the championship.
Chris:About the documents...

Me: ThatQ the 780 page documents found in Mike@ house.

Chris:Stepney says he had every right to have them in his position, and he went to Mike asking for help to get a
0SGGSNI 220 IS aK2dzZ RyQiu KI@S akK2gy aAalsS GKS R20dzrS

Me: Very, very naive.
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Chris:ButheRA Ry Qi SELISOG aA1sS G2 aasSrt GdKSYo

Me: This backs up what Mike was saying about copying the document to disc in order that one day he might have to
give it back to Nigel. | can@wait to read this book, can you?

Chris:l can@believe we didn@know this earlier, everything would have made a lot more sense. | mean, you can®
guarantee that itQall true, and Jean Todt is saying that StepneyQ lost his mind. He is writing the letter with the
benefit of hindsight, but itQ@ really good to get the other side of the story. It completes the picture.

Me: We haven@actually heard what Mike has to say either, he@ put all he knows into an affidavit but that@ never
been released publically, so we®@e missing some key pieces of the puzzle.

[Sweepef

Chris:The last race of the 2007 season is the Brazilian Grand Prix on the 22" October at Interlagos. The track is 2.667
miles which will be 71 laps, and the previous three winners were Massa, Montoya, and Montoya again.

Me: ItQthe championship showdown, every single race this season is all building up to this one finale.
Chris:ItQon at prime time in Europe which does kind of screw with our podcast schedule but that doesn®@matter.

Me: ThatQthe least of everybody@ worries. So we®@e gonna be a bit late. | suspect afterwards we@e going to need a
lie down anyway, cos whatever happens, itQ gonna be a classic, is it not?

Chris:Last year, Massa won it, in his lovely overalls.

Me: Green overalls, and he won it in style. Ferrari had a tyre advantage last year, which they@e obviously not going
to have now that everyoneQ on Bridgestones. Also Bridgestone are bringing their two softest compounds which the
red team have not got the best out of during this season. So advantage McLaren to begin with, and Ferrari have a
massive hill to climb with Kimi. But they do have Massa to defend him.

Chris:lt really is going to be tough for Raikkonen. | think it@ probably down to between the two McLaren drivers,
and itQ so tough to call who itQgonna be. Your smart money is on Hamilton, obviously, but don@ever count Alonso
out.

Me: He has his friend in the garage keeping an eye on things for him, so that might help his mindset, stop the
paranoia. Given that advantage, it might be all he needs to keep ahead of Hamilton. What do you think Lewis is going
to be thinking after the last race? Is it playing on his mind still? It was a long time to wait.

Chris:No, I think Lewis believes heQgoing to win, because heQahead in the championship.

Me: He has got that advantage. If it looks like Alonso can@win it, do you think he would throw it for Hamilton and let
Raikkonen win? Do you think he would prefer it if Kimi were the world champion?

Chris:l like to think that he wouldn@®, but some of the reports weQe been hearing, he@Qnot the man | thought he
was.

Me: No, he@gone down in your opinion this year, but he@ not gonna want to see Lewis lift up that trophy.
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Chris:There definitely is a bitter rivalry between, | think that can be said, and with the tantrums and blackmail, you
know, you can never tell what heQ going to do next. But | just like to think that the gentleman racer in him will come
out, and he will just do his job.

Me: | like to think that Raikkonen can win it from the front, and the two McLaren@tangle early on in the race.
Chris:That is the only way that Raikkonen can win the race.

Me: ItQ gonna take mechanical reliability, a mistake, or deliberate actions from another driver, isn@it? But he can
still do it. He can still do it, | have faith in the man.

Chris:l think itQ@ safe to say, after the last race, anything is possible.
Me: Yes, wouldn@like to be putting money on this one.
[Sweepef

Chris:l just want to warn people, | put a lot of photos on Flickr today, and they@e all of me, so | just to... you know,
don@be alarmed if you see pictures of me.

Me: Why are you putting lots of pictures of yourself on Flickr?

Chris:ItQactually lots of screen grabs from our videos because, um, | need to remember what | wear each time, |
mean, god forbid | wear the same thing twice.

Me: So, youQe put it on Flickr for your own use?

Chris:Basically yea.

Me: Okay, so you don@wear the same clothes two videos in a row.
Chris:That would just be terrible. Can@be seen out wearing the same thing.

Me: The problem is you would never have thought of that as being a problem when you started doing videos, did
you?

Chris:No, and then | ran out of clothes and had to go out and buy some more.

Me: And then you forgot which ones youd worn.

Chris:And talking of the videos, this week is our last ever preview.

Me: Good lord, the season really is coming to an end, seems so final.

Chris:ItQa good one though, weQe made it extra special, so make sure you check it out.

Me: And don@forget to join us next week for the explosive finale to the 2007 championship.
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Chris:And make sure you call us on our Skype number 0121 28 TRACK because if you haven@had anything to say
about the individual races this season, you must have something to say about the championship as a whole.

[Out: Rich ReighKeeping Up With The Réce
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