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Episode 40 ɀ Brazil GP 

 
[Intro: Rich Reich, Keeping Up With the Race] 
 
Chris: This is Sidepodcast, Episode 40 ς Brazil GP. 
 
[Audio Clip: Celine Mastrorelli, cet inconnu face à moi] 
 
Me: Are you gonna play that all the way through the show? 
 
Chris: Yea, FranckΩǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΣ LΩƳ ǎŀŘΦ 
 
Me: ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǇƻǇ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǎǘƻǇ ƛǘΚ 
 
Chris: CƛƴŜΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΣ ǿŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŜƴŀǳƭǘ ōƭƻƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ƴƻΦ 
 
Me: What did they say? 
 
Chris: ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΥ άLǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǊ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛƴŜΦ CYa ŘƛŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Ƨƻō ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇƭŀƴǎΦέ 
 
Me: CYaΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ YΚ 
 
Chris: LǘΩǎ CǊŀƴŎYΦ 
 
Me: You support a guy who uses his middle initial is the end of his first name? 
 
Chris: ̧ ŜŀΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘhat? 
 
Me: Weirdo. 
 
Chris: ²ŜΩǊŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ .a² ƻǊ tǊƻŘǊƛǾŜ ōǳǘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ ¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ tǊƻŘǊƛǾŜΣ .ŜǊƴƛŜ Ƙŀǎ 
ŎƘƛƳŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ ŎŀǊ ŘŜōŀǘŜΦ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΥ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇΣ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅΚ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
there will be мм ǘŜŀƳǎ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜ мнth is? I would like to see another manufacturer coming in. There 
ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻƻƪΦέ 
 
Me: L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŀ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǘ ŦƻǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ ŜƎΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ƭŜǘ tǊƻŘǊƛǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴΣ LΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀnother 
manufacturer, see how you like that. 
 
Chris: Coincidentally, this weekend, significant progress has been made to allow the customer cars in the 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ DǊŀƴŘǇǊƛȄΦŎƻƳΥ ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻƴ ¢ƻǊƻ wƻǎǎƻ ŀƴŘ {ǳǇŜǊ !ƎǳǊƛ ōeing 
allowed to run customer cars for two season during which they can build up the infrastructure necessary to become 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ нлмлΦέ 
 
Me: {ŜŜΣ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǇǊƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ .ŜǊƴƛŜΣ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 
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Chris: ²ŜƭƭΣ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ .ŜǊƴƛŜΣ ōǳǘ ±ƛƧŀȅ Mallya has finally come up with the name of his new team Force India F1, 
ŎǳŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƧƻƪŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ άƳŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ ²Ŝ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ {ǇȅƪŜǊ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ Ǝƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ 
car row a little bit in order that the teams will agree to the name cƘŀƴƎŜΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ŦƭŀƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŜƴΣ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǊŀƴƎŜΦ {ƻ .ŜǊƴƛŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ 
his doing. 
 
Me: Oh, fair enough then. 
 
Chris: IŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ tw ŀƭƭ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ 
 
Me: Bernie? No. 
 
Chris: He was talking about how good it would be for Hamilton to win, especially because of his colour. He also said: 
άLǘΩǎ ŀ Ǉƛǘȅ ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴΣ ƻǊ aǳǎƭƛƳ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ 
not Jewish, ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ aǳǎƭƛƳǎΦέ 
 
Me: IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘΦ ¢Ŝƭƭ ƳŜ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 
Chris: ²ŜƭƭΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊǳōōƛǎƘ ƎǊŀƳƳŀǊΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ 
 
Me: That is, and I guess you can only attribute it to senility setting in. Time to go Bernie. 
 
Chris: aŀǎǎŀ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ CŜǊǊŀǊƛ ǳƴǘƛƭ нлмлΦ IŜΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ 
as much as they used to. 
 
Me: !ƴŘ ǿƘȅΩǎ ǘƘŀǘΚ 
 
Chris: LǘΩǎ ǊǳƳƻǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ .ŀǊǊƛŎƘŜƭƭƻ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊǳƭƭƛΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǇer, they may not have a race drive 
ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƻȅƻǘŀ ǘŜŀƳ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ WƻƘƴ Iƻǿƛǘǘ ǎŀƛŘΥ άWŀǊƴƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ Lǎ Ƙƛǎ нллу ǎŜŎǳǊŜΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ 
ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦέ 
 
Me: Straight answer as always then. 
 
Chris: Grandprix.com are claiming, along with Schumacher, Liuzzi and Yamamoto, Trulli may also be in line for a 
Spyker test in mid-November. So, what was all that fuss with Jenson and his contract a couple of years ago? 
 
Me: ²ŜƭƭΣ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ƳŀȅōŜ ƘŜ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ LǘΩs all his fault. Contracts mean nothing. 
 
[Sweeper] 
 
Chris: Onto Free Practice 1. It was a controversial session to kickstart the weekend. A damp track meant it was 
declared a wet session, which means the teams are allowed to use wet tyres. Rubens Barrichello seemed very at 
home on the damp track, he got and quicker and quicker and was topping the timesheets halfway through the 
session. 
 
Me: Amazing what a home advantage does for you. 
 
Chris: Ferrari and McLaren both sat out the first part of the session, Hamilton was the first of the four to go for a run 
and his first outing saw him in 16th. 
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Me: 16th? 1-6. Wonderful. 
 
Chris: Raikkonen and Massa finally went out ten minutes before the end. Alonso just did an installation lap then gave 
up. 
 
Me: Lazy git. 
 
Chris: Hamilton improved to fifth, but only after taking on another set of tyres. 
 
Me: Controversy. 
 
Chris: The fastest three were Raikkonen, Massa and Kovalainen. After the first session was over, an FIA delegate 
reported back that three of the drivers had used two sets of extreme wet tyres during the session. 
 
Me: Who were they? 
 
Chris: They were Lewis Hamilton, Takuma Sato and Jenson Button. The sporting regulations state... 
 
Me: Ooh, Article 25.3. 
 
Chris: άbƻ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ Ƴŀȅ ǳǎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǿŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǘȅǊŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ tм ŀƴŘ tнΦέ 
¢ƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎΦ wƻƴ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ млл҈ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ǿŀǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛƴŜŘ мрΣллл 9ǳǊƻǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǘȅǊŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǎŎŀǘŜŘΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƻƻ much 
difference for a dry race. 
 
Me: Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳƛƴƻǊ ƛƴŦǊƛƴƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ŘƛŘ Ŧƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛƳŜΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
the three championship protagonists duke it out side by side, and the FIA may interfere and intervene in the 
proceedings before they actually got going. Luckily, they kept well out of it. 
 
Chris: Free Practice 2 was nowhere near as exciting. It was much drier, the teams came out earlier, there seemed to 
be a problem with the soft tyres graining, quite a big problem, almost as bad as in Canada. 
 
Me: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ .ǊƛŘƎŜǎǘƻƴŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŦǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊ-soft to this racetrack, which they also used in 
Monaco, even though this track is nothing like Monaco. 
 
Chris: None of the teams seemed to be able to get a good lap out of them. Hamilton seemed to have the edge over 
!ƭƻƴǎƻΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ 
 
Me: IŜΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 
Chris: The fastest three were Hamilton, Alonso and Massa. Free Practice 3 was hot and sunny. Kubica had a 
breakdown. 
 
Me: The heat will do that to you. 
 
Chris: No, his car. 
 
Me: Not a mental breakdown. 
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Chris: No. 
 
Me: L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ 
 
Chris: Heidfeld was running in 15th, so a pretty poor start to Saturday for the BMWs. Massa appeared to overtake 
whilst the yellow flags were being waved for Kubica. 
 
Me: There was a little bit of concern on Saturday evening, that that would actually come back and bite Massa, but 
luckily, nothing happened. 
 
Chris: In the increased temperature, the super-ǎƻŦǘǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŦǘ ǘȅǊŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ 
laps. 
 
Me: No, gonna make for an interesting third section of the race.  
 
Chris: The fastest three were Massa, Hamilton and Raikkonen. 
 
[Sweeper] 
 
Chris: ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ L¢± ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŜ 
time television slot meant that ITV hauled out their F1 Insight with Martin Brundle. 
 
Me: Bring out the big guns. 
 
Chris: ²Ƙȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΚ LǘΩǎ ǎƻ ǳƴŦŀƛǊΦ [ƻǳƛǎŜ DƻƻŘƳŀƴ ŘƛŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ bŜƭǎƻƴ 
Piquet, and he was tugging on her clothes, which was really odd. 
 
Me: She was wearing something peculiar this weekend. Was it dress down Friday, or something? 
 
Chris: Well, you only say that becausŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜǇǊƻƻŦ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭǎΦ 
 
Me: Yea, do you think she was celebrating the end of the season a bit early? 
 
Chris: He certainly was.  
 
Me: Careful, David will get jealous. 
 
Chris: They also said the ITV F1 website had grown to be one of the most respected and up to date websites on the 
sport. 
 
Me: Says who? 
 
Chris: They forgot to mention biased. 
 
Me: Right. Did they quote any sources for that kind of evidence? Just because they said so. Respected. 
 
Chris: Also I noticed some dodgy colours on the camera. 
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Me: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ L¢±Ωǎ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ what the cameras look like in Brazil. 
 
Chris: It was all faded and the reds were pink. 
 
Me: And then sometimes they were purple. Occasionally they were red. 
 
Chris: In Quali 1, Sutil pulled off the road after only a couple of laps, he had a fuel pressure problem. The times were 
pretty slow compared to the practice sessions, including Lewis Hamilton who was an entire second off his morning 
ǇŀŎŜΦ !ƭƻƴǎƻΩǎ ƭŀǇ ƭŜŦǘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ уth, so where he would usually head back to the garage and rest a bit, he actually had to 
come out and do another lap with all the slower people. 
 
Me: He wasted a set of tyres there, compared to his team mate. 
 
Chris: Yamamoto did several flying laps but at no point could he get higher than SutƛƭΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΦ 
 
Me: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜΦ 
 
Chris: Button scraped into 16th place, and it did not look good enough, especially because Kovalainen was behind 
him, but Kovi remained in 17th due to a big mistake on his last lap. 
 
Me: Not good from him, not good at all. You would have put money on him beating Button, and he messed it up. 
 
Chris: The fastest three were Massa, Alonso, and Raikkonen, and dropping out: Kovalainen, Sato, Nakajima, 
Davidson, Sutil, and Yamamoto. In Quali 2, no one went out until Ralf hit the track with eleven minutes remaining. 
With nine minutes to go, everyone was out but the two BMWs, then with four minutes to go, everyone was in but 
the two BMWs. 
 
Me: Slightly out of sync, then. 
 
Chris: Apparently, Trulli was qualifying in the T ŎŀǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ Ƙƛǎ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŎƘŀǎǎƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΦ 
 
Me: He did try it out Saturday morning and got on with it a lot better, so he stuck with it for qualifying. 
 
Chris: The fastest three were Raikkonen, Hamilton and Massa, and dropping out: Barrichello, Fisichella, Vettel, Liuzzi, 
Schumacher, and Button. 
 
Me: Button not happy at all at this track. 
 
Chris: Hamilton headed up the queue in the third session, followed by Alonso. There were quite a few of them sat 
there with their engines overheating, with over a minute to go. Alonso appeared to be hassling Hamilton around the 
first few corners, but not really close enough for any major manoeuvres. Raikkonen came into the pits first, then 
aŀǎǎŀΦ ¢Ǌǳƭƭƛ ǿŀǎ ƭŜǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƛƴ YǳōƛŎŀΩǎ ǇŀǘƘΦ 
 
Me: Only saved, actually, by a Red Bull mechanic, who managed to stop the guy. Bad disorganisation from the 
Toyota boys. 
 
Chris: Hamilton and Alonso pitted at the same time, so Alonso had to wait behind, and I was worried there would be 
a Hungary incident. 
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Me: But McLarŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ǝǳȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅΚ ¢ƘŜ CL! ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ 
 
Chris: The final grid positions were: Massa, Hamilton, Raikkonen, Alonso, Webber, Heidfeld, Kubica, Trulli, Coulthard 
and Rosberg. 
 
Me: BlindƛƴƎ ƭŀǇ ŦǊƻƳ aǊ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 5ƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ǊŀŎŜΚ ²ƻǿΦ 
 
Chris: IŜΩǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǉǳƭƭǎ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǎǘǳƴƴŜǊΦ 
 
Me: Middle sector, brilliant. Very, very good. Massa was much lighter than him, and he did a really good job in that 
qualifying. Apparently Coulthard was carrying a bit of a handicap during that last qualifying session because the team 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ǳǇ Ƙƛǎ ŦǳŜƭ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ǘƻ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘΣ ǎƻ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŜƪŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŜƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ 
 
Chris: BMW have qualified both cars in the top ten for every race. Although, a penalty for Kubica in Belgium means 
ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǊŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǘŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ aŎ[ŀǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 
Me: Good statistic. 
 
[Sweeper] 
 
Chris: The grid is a bit weird, in Brazil. 
 
Me: Describe weird. 
 
Chris: LǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦΣ ǎƻ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ƛǘ 
kind of looked like the London marathon. 
 
Me: Lǘ ŘƛŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ 
 
Chris: All these little bodies just running, really fast. I think they had to come up with some new rules for it, if the 
race was red flagged. 
 
Me: !ƘΣ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƛƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ¢± ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǊǳƴ ƛƴǘƻ /ƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ 
if the race was restŀǊǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀŘŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ƛǘ ŘƛŘΣ 
ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛǘ ƭŀƴŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎǎ ǎǇŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǳǇΦ 
 
Chris: Sutil was starting from the pit lane, presumably still struggling with his Free Practice problems. 
 
Me: Yep, they have had all manner of issues with that car ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅ 
better on Sunday. 
 
Chris: Raikkonen got past Hamilton off the line, and then he was side by side with Massa but had to fall behind at the 
first corner. In doing so, he held up Hamilton which allowed Alonso to get past as well. Hamilton tried to regain his 
position but ran really wide, lost tons of places, he ended up back in 8th. 
 
Me:  Well, Kimi locked a tyre, I think, going into the corner, and that had a bit of wobble on, and that held him up, 
which made Hamilton have to back off, letting Alonso in down the side. Hamilton then panicked, unnecessarily and 
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decided he wanted that position back when quite reasonably, he could have just sat behind Alonso for the rest of 
the race. Went a bit over the top, went round the outside, ended up off the track ς not too smart. 
 
Chris: An unusual show of inexperience there, I think. 
 
Me: Maybe just a bit of pressure creeping in. 
 
Chris: Kovalainen hit Schumacher, sending the Renault into the pits. Yamamoto ran into the back of Fisichella, 
because Fisichella had run off the track and come back onto the racing line. 
 
Me: Which is not clever. 
 
Chris: They both had to pit and they both retired. 
 
Me: Yea, put the blame on Fisi for that one? The only excuse that he may have had is perhaps he had no idea that 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴȅ ŎŀǊǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ¸ŀƳŀƳƻǘƻ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ IŜ Ƴǳǎǘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ LΩƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƻǿΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ƘƛƳΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƭƛƴŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 
Chris: At the front, Massa was pulling away ǎƻ wŀƛƪƪƻƴŜƴ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǇǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ Ŧŀǎǘ ƭŀǇǎΣ ƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
Barrichello was investigated for jumping the start, and he was giving a drive through penalty for it. 
 
Me: Overexcitement at his home race. The fans were cheering, he was just giving them something to look at. 
 
Chris: Hamilton got past Trulli straight away and Heidfeld practically let him through but on the next lap, he slowed 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŎŀǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ Ǉŀǎǘ ƘƛƳΦ IŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƎŜŀǊǎΦ 
 
Me: Of all the races. 
 
Chris: He coasted round a couple of corners then seemed to pick it up again. All we know is that his gearbox was sent 
a wrong command. 
 
Me: !ŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L¢± ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŀŘ ōǊŜŀƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǇƻƛƴǘΦ ¸ƻǳΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƛƳŜǘƛƳŜ ¢± ǎƭƻǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŘǾŜǊǘisers 
and they could have a few less adverts. They actually missed two key moments during the race, and thankfully Radio 
5live were giving us the coverage. 
 
Chris: ²ŜƭƭΣ ŀƭǎƻΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻΩǎ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢±Σ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŜǇƭŀȅǎ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ going really slowly, 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǇƭŀȅΣ ǎƻ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƪƴŜǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ 
problems or what we were watching, and it caused mass confusion. 
 
Me: They used to have a replay thing in the corner. WŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƎƻΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŜΚ !ƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ 
gone again. Not a clue what was going on, I kept thought he kept breaking down. 
 
Chris: IŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘΣ  ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƻǇ ǎǇŜŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ 
passing some of the slower cars, he settled in 16thΦ bƻǘ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ǇŀǎǘΣ ²ŜōōŜǊ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘΣ LΩƳ 
not even going to bother to say why. 
 
Me: No. 
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Chris: And Nakajima was no problem, so then Hamilton started chasing Button. Kubica came into the pits first, Massa 
was next with no major problems, Raikkonen only stayed out for one extra lap from him, and Alonso stayed one lap 
after them both. Button retired. I was saying that if he could do one useful thing this weekend, it would be to get in 
HamiƭǘƻƴΩǎ ǿŀȅ ŀ ōƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘΦ 
 
Me: And why did he retire? 
 
Chris: The engine was overheating. 
 
Me: 5ƛŘƴΩǘ ¢ŜŘ ǿŀǊƴ ǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƎƻΚ 
 
Chris: Ted Kravitz? 
 
Me: ̧ ŜŀΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴΣ ǳƘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ was it Episode 32, when he was talking about Honda in Turkey, 
and he suggested they have a lubrication problem that meant they get scuffing of the bore. So basically, in hot races, 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎǘǳŦŦŜŘΦ 
 
Chris: Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘǎΦ IŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǊǘ stop, and changed to the 
super soft tyre. 
 
Me: Or as we now know it, the useless tyre. 
 
Chris: Sutil tried to barge past Davidson on the inside of a corner. 
 
Me: No chance. 
 
Chris: There was no room, they both spun. Sutil carried on, Davidson had to pit but he did carry on. The incident was 
investigated and Sutil was given a drive through penalty. 
 
Me: 5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴ ƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǊƻƻƪƛŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƴƻǿΚ 
 
Chris: Hamilton fought past Barrichello and started chasing down Vettel. Kubica was pressuring Alonso for third 
position. Nakajima came into the pits, either at the wrong angle, or he forgot to stop or something. 
 
Me: L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōƻǘƘΣ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ ²ǊƻƴƎ ŀƴƎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŀƴƎƭŜΦ 
 
Chris: He ran down two of his mechanics.  
 
Me: Nasty. 
 
Chris: They carried on with the pit stop, very bravely, and then one of them limped off, and one of them was holding 
Ƙƛǎ ōŀŎƪΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƻƪŀȅΣ ōǳǘ L ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŀƛƴΦ 
 
Me: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƘŜƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ DǊŀƴŘ tǊƛȄ ŘŜōǳǘΣ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ 
 
Chris: bƻ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōƭŀƳŜ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ 
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Me: ²ƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǇǎŜǘ ¢ƻȅƻǘŀΚ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōǊǳǎƘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
post race review. 
 
Chris: Kubica got past Alonso and Hamilton got past Vettel. 
 
Me: I think Alonso was on a longer stint and Kubica was on a slightly different strategy. He had a lighter car, and I 
guess Alonso just thought get out of my way, stop hassling me, and he let him through. 
 
Chris: Schumacher came into the pits, a really long pit stop because they were struggling with a damaged wheel nut, 
possibly from the collision he had with Kovalainen right at the beginning. Vettel retired, hydraulics, gears, power 
steering, all lost. At half distance, Hamilton came in for another pit stop, fuelled him for only another 18 laps, so 
presumably they changed his strategy to a three stop. 
 
Me: That seems like a pretty good strategy, actually. The super soft tyres, we know, were negligible, so leave him on 
those for the smallest amount of time, get him in for another stop and send him out on the hard tyres again. 
 
Chris: Kovalainen crashed into the barriers which is really funny. 
 
Me: bƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘΦ bƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘΦ 
 
Chris: bƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƳ ŜǾƛƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǳƎƘ ŀǘ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎΣ ōǳt because you were just saying to me about five minutes before 
ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ YƻǾŀƭŀƛƴŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ŀƭƭ мт ǊŀŎŜǎΦ !ƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƧƛƴȄ ƛǘΦ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘΦ 
 
Me: ̧ ŜŀΣ L ǎŀƛŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛǘ ƛƴ the podcast, 17 out of 17, boys done well. 
 
Chris: Look what happened! 
 
Me: He walloped into the barrier. 
 
Chris: You ruined it. I blame you. 
 
Me: Yea, sorry Kovalainen. Sorry. 
 
Chris: Barrichello came into the pits and caught fire. 
 
Me: L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƘƛƳ ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴg fire. 
 
Chris: You were too busy pacing up and down. 
 
Me: It was getting a bit stressful at that point. 
 
Chris: You were getting a bit anxious. 
 
Me: Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǊŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǇŀŎŜΦ 
 
Chris: No points at all this season for poor Barrichello. 
 
Me: Very disappointing but he didnΩt seem too bothered about the whole thing. 
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Chris: Massa locked up going into a corner which allowed Raikkonen to catch right up behind him and start 
pressuring him. I got a bit confused at this point, because the live timing was showing Sutil as running behind 
Barrichello, who had retired, for several laps, and I canΩt see how thatΩs right. 
 
Me: I think Sutil was that far down that it took quite a while for him to unlap the non-existent Barrichello. 
 
Chris: ItΩs irrelevant anyway, because Sutil retired with damage from his incident with Davidson, but it was bizarre. In 
the next round of pit stops, Raikkonen came out in front of Massa, and Alonso remained behind, so if things stayed 
as they were, Raikkonen was on course to take the win and the championship. Hamilton pitted with 15 laps to go, 
another quick stop. He got past David Coulthard on his outlap, and started setting fastest laps, so he wasnΩt going to 
give up that easily. Kubica got past both Heidfeld and Rosberg, because they were so busy almost hitting each other, 
that they werenΩt looking at who was behind them. 
 
Me: That was a stressful moment, wasnΩt it? If those two cars took each other out, Hamilton would be right back in 
the world championship. 
 
Chris: Coulthard went for a no-space manoeuvre on Nakajima, similar to the one that Sutil pulled earlier, but this 
time Nakajima just scampered away, while Coulthard spun. He carried on though. Trulli came into the pits out of 
HamiltonΩs out of way. He was up to seventh and was chasing down the next place, but he just ran out of laps. His 
championship fight was over. 
 
[Sweeper] 
 
Chris: The final points positions were Raikkonen, Massa, Alonso, Rosberg, Kubica, Heidfeld, Hamilton and Trulli. The 
drivers championship has a new champion Kimi Raikkonen with 110 points, Hamilton and Alonso both have 109 
points and equal wins, but Hamilton pips Alonso on second place finishes. Massa is fourth with 94 points, and 
Heidfeld in 5th with 61 points. In the constructors championship, Ferrari break through the 200 mark with 204 points, 
BMW break through the 100 mark with 101, Renault have 51, Williams 33 and Red Bull have 24. 
 
[Sweeper] 
 
[Sound FX: Cheering and Clapping] 
 
Chris: Stop your cheering. 
 
Me: I am celebrating. 
 
Chris: Stop your drinking as well then. ItΩs not that simple. 
 
Me: Oh, why not? 
 
Chris: Following the race, a surprisingly happy Alonso congratulated a deserving Raikkonen and went on to blame his 
team for his losing the title. Nice. 
 
Me: I like that heΩs surprisingly happy, for a man who just lost the world championship, that was a grin he had on 
him. 
 
Chris: Soon afterwards, just after Raikkonen smiled, did you catch that? He smiled. 
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Me: You donΩt want to be doing that, do you? If ever youΩre going to incur the wrath of the FIA itΩd be that smiling 
and celebrating business. 
 
Chris: Joe Bauer, FIA technical delegate, issued a statement confirming that the fuel temperatures of BMW and 
Williams cars were outside the regulations during the course of the Grand Prix. Why do they even have a rule for 
that? 
 
Me: Well, Article 6.5.5 of the technical regulations states that: άNo fuel on board the car may be more than 10 
degrees centigrade below the ambient temperature.έ A lower temperature fuel is advantageous because it increases 
the horsepower of the engine, and it reduces the amount of time it takes to put fuel into the car. However, it does 
mean the car would require more fuel and thus be slightly heavier, so the advantage is negligible. 
 
Chris: How does the fuel being cooler make it go in the car quicker? 
 
Me: ItΩs less dense. A simplified explanation would be like pouring treacle into an engine, versus pouring water into 
an engine. Water is less dense, therefore it goes in quicker. 
 
Chris: We donΩt advise pouring treacle into your engine though. 
 
Me: It might help Button actually.  
 
Chris: After many hours of deliberation, the stewards decided not to penalise either of the teams because they 
couldnΩt prove the petrol was outside the permitted limit. 
 
Me: The stewards said there was a discrepancy between FOMΩs measurement equipment, and the air temperature 
provided by a company called MeteoFrance, who IΩd never heard of, but apparently theyΩre some independent 
weather people that the FIA use. The stewards said άThere must be doubt as to the temperature of the fuel actually 
on board the car and also the true ambient termperature as to render it inappropriate to impose a penalty.έ Which 
is not a great sentence, is it? But you get the gist of it, they didnΩt have enough proof, they couldnΩt do a lot about it. 
 
Chris: So, at this point, we went to bed, happy. ItΩd been a long day, so pretty tired and a bit drunk. When we woke 
up, McLaren had notified the FIA of their intent to appeal the decision. 
 
Me: Which is nice, really, you know, to end a championship on an appeal. 
 
Chris: Here are some selected responses. Luca di Montezemolo: άIt looks to me like it is a useless stress for 
everyone. Enough of that, letΩs look ahead and letΩs send professional stewards to the races instead of amateurs at 
large.έ 
 
Me: I didnΩt actually know they were amateurs. Interesting point. 
 
Chris: That seems a bit harsh though, because the stewards said it was fine. ItΩs McLaren that are causing the 
troubles. 
 
Me: I guess if they were professionals, there would be less ambiguity. 
 
Chris: Alonso said: άIt would be a joke and weΩve had too many already. If something like that happened, it would 
end up burying the sport.έ Martin Whitmarsh said: άWe feel if we hadnΩt lodged our intention to appeal, we would 
surely have been criticised by fans and Formula 1 insiders alike.έ  
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Me: Not by anyone I know, but fair enough. 
 
Chris: Hamilton said: άIt would feel weird after Kimi did such a fantastic job in the last two races. He won yesterday 
and to have it taken away is a bit cruel and probably not good for the sport.έ 
 
Me: That is a good quote, that is a fair response for a man who has just lost the world championship and stands to 
potentially regain it through this appeal. I like that answer. 
 
Chris: Even he knows itΩs stupid. 
 
Me: And youΩre not going to get much respect for that, he didnΩt win the championship on the day, and Kimi did. 
 
Chris: DonΩt you think they put the steward in the wrong garage? 
 
Me: You think they should have been keeping an eye on BMW and Williams? 
 
Chris: Yea, they put this guy in to observe McLaren, looking in the wrong placeέ 
 
Me: Very good point. What do you make of this ruling, this stewards decision and the appeal? 
 
Chris: Well, I was really happy because IΩve never watched a sport where the person I wanted to win, actually won. 
 
Me: You have been backing Kimi. 
 
Chris: Most of the time IΩm cheering on the Brit which means IΩm doomed, and of course, we tend to jinx things, so 
Raikkonen won and I was happy. And now IΩm not. And for me to feel like this so soon after the event is just wrong. 
ItΩs stupid, itΩs petty, itΩs wrong. McLaren reckon they would be ridiculed if they didnΩt pick up on it. I wonder what 
kind of image they think theyΩre portraying with this. Petty, mindless, bitter, just some of the words that spring to 
mind. 
 
Me: And all this from the man who earlier in the year said he wanted closure from all the problems Formula 1 was 
facing. How is this closure? A point I would like to bring up is that last year, do you remember when Button got his 
first win, we were like yay, Jenson Button, first win and all that. And I said to you, yea, itΩs Sunday, thereΩs no point 
celebrating on a Sunday, because theyΩre bound to find something illegal with that car, fuel tank, wing, bargeboard. 
Something will be wrong, wait till Monday, then you can celebrate it. 
 
Chris: You did say that. 
 
Me: ThatΩs a ridiculous way to enjoy a sport, isnΩt it? LetΩs watch a race, letΩs enjoy a race, then letΩs check the 
internet every ten minutes for the next 24 hours until we know who actually won the race. I think NASCAR have it 
sussed. 
 
Chris: This is what you said in your blog post? 
 
Me: Yea, I just like to ram the point home, for anyone whoΩs not reading every word I say. The fact of the matter is, 
when fans exit the gate from a NASCAR race, they know who won the race, they know what the positions of their 
favourite drivers were, and those positions stand regardless of what happens in post race scrutineering. Teams can 
get docked points, drivers can be fined, but the race winner is still the race winner when the fans get home. 
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Chris: So, as it stands as weΩre recording this, weΩre waiting to see if the stewards accept the appeal, if and when it 
will be heard. At least this way, Raikkonen can celebrate all over again when he is confirmed champ. 
 
Me: Oh, so can we. 
 
[Sweeper] 
 
Chris: So, anyway, onto our review of the actual race. 
 
Me: Oh yea, we havenΩt done that yet. 
 
Chris: Yea, the first corner incident. 
 
Me: Hamilton? 
 
Chris: Bit unnecessary, definitely some pressure creeping in there. 
 
Me: Yes, itΩs the win at all costs mentality. Not IΩll finish fourth. Fourth would have been fine, just trail the other 
guys, stay close to them, youΩll still win it. 
 
Chris: Do we think that him going off there might have contributed to the gearbox problems at all? 
 
Me: It could have done. It could have damaged something, he could have got something caught, it could have 
disrupted whatever sensors there are in the car that made it think there was a problem and therefore it shut itself 
down. We had a good comment on the blog though, which was an interesting alternative viewpoint. 
 
Chris: Yes, Bucksword Monkey? I think thatΩs how you say it, thatΩs a great name. He said: άWill the conspiracists be 
saying EM Pulsar weapon take Lewis out?έ 
 
Me: I think what heΩs talking about there is the theory that last year, SchumacherΩs engine blew up at an 
inappropriate moment in the championship, and thereΩs a rumour, or there are a number of rumours going around 
that potentially you could blow up an engine or a mechanical device from afar, with an electromagnetic device. But it 
would have to be huge, and you would struggle to sneak that into a Grand Prix venue. The people would notice it, so 
IΩm not entirely sure thereΩs much substance to that story. 
 
Chris: According to Pitpass.com, a usually reliable source has told them that Lewis accidentally touched the wrong 
button which meant the system had to reload and start again. 
 
Me: Yes, more than possible and the most likely story, I think. Ron Dennis hasnΩt denied it. 
 
Chris: Well, he says: άThere was an incorrect command given to the system. Why did the system get an incorrect 
command? We donΩt know yet.έ And thatΩs just like when he said Lewis didnΩt say the F word. DonΩt listen to what 
heΩs telling you, listen to what heΩs not telling you because heΩs very smart.  
 
Me: He didnΩt say that Lewis didnΩt swear, he said that Lewis didnΩt say the F word. And this time, it was incorrect 
command, but by whom? Also of note, their post race press release makes no mention of the problem. And 
considering it was the key moment of the race, youΩd think they might allude to something about it. The last person 
to succumb to pressure in this way was Takuma Sato who accidentally switched off his BAR on the way to the grid on 
the warm up lap and that spelled the end of his career at BAR. Obviously heΩs still racing today for another team, but 
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for BAR that was the end of it. That was like the straw that broke the camelΩs back, it was that big of a mistake. That 
silly thing to do. 
 
Chris: And apparently VilleneuveΩs also done that in his day as well, so why have the button if itΩs going to cause all 
that trouble? 
 
Me: Well, itΩs a start button, and you have to start the car. One would assume that when the carΩs running, maybe it 
should switch itself off, and presumably someone like Ferrari is ahead of the game, and probably theirs does switch 
off. Just McLaren havenΩt cottoned onto it yet. I bet BARΩs does the same thing actually. 
 
Chris: Hamilton did well to fight back through the field. To be honest, until his very last pit stop, I really believed that 
he was gonna win it and do it in style. I wasnΩt happy about it, but I believed he was going to do it, because he is that 
good. 
 
Me: It would be a great fight back wouldnΩt it? What a great story. Almost like Schumacher last year, and again, 
almost wasnΩt quite good enough. 
 
Chris: Alonso didnΩt do anything this race. Boring. 
 
Me: Yea, the first corner manoeuvre was a key point because it obviously unsettled Hamilton which led to all the 
other errors, but in reality the guy did not very much at all. 
 
Chris: Renault had a bad race. 
 
Me: That kind of sums up their year, doesnΩt it? 
 
Chris: TheyΩre another team that need to forget this year, start again for next one. And Honda. 
 
Me: Oh, woe betide the Earth Car. 
 
Chris: And Ralf said goodbye to his Toyota team with a very standard drive. Boring drive. 
 
Me: Yea, goodbye with a flourish, or not. 
 
Chris: Unfortunately, NakajimaΩs kind of made a name for himself now. Running people over. 
 
Me: Yea, he wonΩt be forgotten in a hurry. 
 
Chris: Presumably the mechanics will be wearing shin pads next time heΩs in the box. 
 
Me: Rookie of the year? Not him. 
 
Chris: And Rosberg had his best ever result in Formula 1. 
 
Me: Yea, very good, and he picked a fine time to do it. 
 
Chris: ItΩs been a much better season for Williams this year. 
 
Me: It has, actually, it really has. 




