
 
 

©Copyright Sidepodcast 2006-2008.  All rights reserved.  F1 and the World (Part 6) ς The Future 1 

 

F1 and the World  (Part 6) ɀ The Future  

 
This is the sixth episode in the Sidepodcast mini series F1 and the WƻǊƭŘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ Cм ƛǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ 
the world around it and what ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ bƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŀȊŜ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
and think about what can still be done. 
 
LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ м Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
innovations that ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǊƻŀŘ ŎŀǊ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ м ƛǎ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ 
this decade, but that looks set to change. 
 
The FIA are planning many new rules and regulations that will introduce some energy saving techniques to racing. 
Things like the Kinetic Energy Recovery System, the idea of reusing the energy that would normally be lost from 
braking, are pushing the sport forward. The amount of investment in researching and developing these ideas would 
be nowhere near as high if it was left to the road car industry themselves. Things happen a lot quicker in Formula 1, 
as well. Whereas a car manufacturer could think about developing a technology over a couple of years, F1 teams 
need the updates tomorrow, today, or preferably yesterday, so they can remain one step ahead. The competition 
ensures that development is always moving forward and is always at a rapid pace. 
 
{ƻΣ ǘƘƛǎ Y9w{ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ LǘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǎǘŜŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƪƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀǘ 
the moment are that the energy would go towards an overtaking button ς a burst of speed allowing for more 
excitement out on the track. This technology would translate well to road cars, although probably without the 
overtaking button. That would make driving on the motorway more exciting, of course. 
 
Biofuel technology becomes more of an issue. Research is still ongoing over how to get the best from it. Some series 
have already made the switch and are committed to the idea. Others, such as F1, are more reserved. Obviously, 
using less oil and more biofuel is a good thing, but there are problems with this system. Although biofuels are 
renewable, the land used to grow the crops for the process is being taken away from land normally used to grow 
food. Developing naǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŦǳŜƭ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜǎ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ƻŎŎǳǊΦ LǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 
needs looking at in much further detail by the FIA, not only to invest in a renewable fuel, but a renewable source 
that is not depriving countries of other sustainable crops. 
 
I mentioned briefly in the FIA Efforts show, the constant desire from the FIA to cut costs. This results in long life 
component rules. In 2005, a rule was brought in to force that saw teams only using one set of tyres in a race. It was 
retrŀŎǘŜŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǊŀŎŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ .ǳǘ 
this just led to more ideas. In 2006, the rules changed and decreed an engine had to last two races, or else the teams 
faced a penalty. This year sees the introduction of four-race gearboxes. Long life components mean less parts are 
produced, which obviously saves time and money, but also raw materials, resources, and most importantly, energy. 
 
The final proposal I want to mention is the budget caps idea. Up until now, teams can spend as much money as they 
have on research and development. They can test out any number of ideas and chase down as many dead ends as 
they like. With budget capping, this will be limited. Even if teams continued to push forward into new technologies, 
there would be a limit on the time and energy used in this process. Of course, on the flip side, this could delay 
progress on developments that will actually be beneficial to the sport and the world around it. The full impact of the 
budget caps proposal is still an unknown quantity, and both sides of the coin have yet to be investigated fully. 
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¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ Cм ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǊƻŀŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƳǳŎƘ 
everything now, from ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΣ ǎƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎΦ Wƻƛƴ ƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΦ 


