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[Cut toChristine]
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championship standings.

[Intro shots oBelgium Cut to Christing.

Chris:The Japanese Grand Prix returns to Fuji this year, for the firsttimeAyY on &SI NRA® 2 KAt &ad A
of fans, there are those who recall the 1976 and 1977 races as absolute classics. The track appears to offer a couple

of good overtaking opportunities and some beautiful scenery as a backdrop. The only problem with it is the time
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[Cut toAllianz animatiot
Chris- Voiceover

Never has a Sidepodcast preview been so necessary. As a new fan, | am still learning the pros and cons of all the
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f S se€dWhere to start? Well, as usual, we have a nice start/finish straight, only this time, it is absolutely enormous.

It goes on, and on, and on, eventually diving into Turn 1. A tight right-hander taken in 1* gear, Turn 1 gradually drops
downhill as it extends round and back on itself to Turn 2. The Coca-Cola Corner, | love that name, is taken in 4" gear
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and going almost 200 km/h, it hardly seems to count as a corner.

Turn 4, however, is called the Hairpin Corner, and deserves its name. Straight down to 3" gear, it has a braking time

of 1.83 seconds, with a final speed of 126 km/h.b SEGZ RNAGSNA FIL O0S | &A0GNBGOK 27
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drivers heading right and then left in 2" gear, pulling 4.4G.

This leads to the so-called 13" Corner, presumably unlucky for some, where drivers can take plenty of kerb to keep
speeds up. Around the Netz corner at 200 km/h, dropping down to 115 on the exit, and on to the last Turn of the lap.
Panasonic Corner is taken in 2™ gear, and leads drivers back onto the almost 1 mile long initial straight.

Although it can hardly be relevant, pole position in 1977 was Mario Andretti in the Lotus with 1 minute 12.230
seconds.

[Cut toBrembo brake$.
Chrisc Voiceover

After such along straight, drivers are probably grateful to get to Turn 1 each lap ¢ finally! Something to do! And what
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calculation missing. Presumably no one has measured the pedal load yet.
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[Cut to ING Race Indgx.

Chrisc Voiceover

Yay, the absolutely unintelligible ING Race Index. Hailed as the Dow Jones for Formula 1 tracks, ING are now going to
tackle the new addition to the calendar ¢ Fuji! Refurbishing the circuit to fit modern standards has cost at least 130
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First up, Circuit and Strategy. This track is a game of two halves, with the first part, including the almost mile-long
straight, being super speedy, and the second half being much slower. Apparently there are plenty of overtaking
opportunities so we may be in for a good show. ING have taken this on board and dished out a respectable 66 points
out of 100.
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Vehicle setup is usually one of the trickier categories, and again the unknown factors of Fuji just add to the
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store? Plus mechanics will want to see real speeds achieved in the long straight, whilst clinging onto downforce

around the corners. 56 points.

Engineering requirements are pretty low, with only 55% of the course at full throttle. Also, the difference between
the highest and lowest points of the circuit is only 36 metres, which means Fuji, really, is pretty tame. ING have rated
this circuit with a shockingly low score of 46 out of 100 for Engineering requirements.
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been here for 30 years... never mind. What else can we use to boost the score? The only notable thing is the
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100 and that is 15th out of 17 tracks this year. Rubbish.

[Cut toChristine]

Chris With McLaren out of the running and deciding against an appeal for their points loss, Ferrari took the

constructors championship easily. There are still a couple of races to go though, and a chance for BMW to break
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[Cut to Championship Standinfs.

Chrisc Voiceover

Hamilton is clinging onto his lead with 97, but Alonso is closing the gap, now on 95. Raikkonen is still in with a chance
on 84, but itQ looking less likely for Massa on 77. Heidfeld rounds out the top 5 with 56 points.

New champions Ferrari lead the way with 161, with BMW behind on 90 points. Renault, Williams and Red Bull
remain in the distance with 39, 28 and 18 points respectively.

[Cut toChristine}
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or leave us a message on 0121 28 TRACK. Thanks for watching, see you soon.

[End creditk
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